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PREFACE. 



IN recording my obligations to those who have kindly assisted 
me with their suggestions and advice during the progress of 
my investigations, I wish particularly to express my acknow- 
ledgments to the Revd. R J. Poynton, Rector of Kelston, near 
Bath, who has presented me with the Pedigrees that will be 
found in the Appendix to this paper. The special acquaintance 
possessed by that gentleman with the antiquity of the noble 
family of Haktngton, rendered his assistance of infinite value. 

To Mr. LuTTRELL, of Dunster Castle, to Mr. Walford Selby, 
to Mr. Maxwell Lyte, to Sir Richard Harington, Bart., to 
Mr. Karkeek, of Torquay, and to all those who have courteously 
iissisted me, and taken an interest in this subject, I tender my 
grateful thanks. 

Mr. G. H. Overend, of the Public Record Office, has been 
of considerable help in translating the Records in the Appendix ; 
besides this, he has made an able abstract of the termination of 
the Chantry History. I beg to thank him for the service done 
to the subject submitted to him. 

I have been assisted in the artistic portion of my investiga- 
tions by the talented illustrations of Mr. RoscoE Gibbs, of Tor- 
quay, who has spared no labour in his endeavours to do justice 
to the subject Lovers of mediaeval art will find that he is 
endowed with considerable gifts ; his drawings are not only very 
accurate, but they are imbued with that life-like power which 
distinguishes the artist from the mere copyist At my request, 
he has also kindly supplied the Notes explanatoiy of the pictures. 

The reproduction of these plates in photo-lithography has 
been accomplished by Mr. Jas. Akerman, of L<mdon, greatly to 
my satisfaction ; and the two illuminated designs by Mr. Roscx)E 
GiBBS, have been successfully colour-printed by Messrs. Marcus 
Ward and Co., of the Royal Ulster Works, Belfast. 

I trust that my investigations will prove of some little 
interest to lovers of Mediaeval and Monumental Art At the 
same time, I crave the indulgent judgment of my readers, being 
thoroughly conscious how limited is the capacity of an amateur 
to deduce all the interest that might be elicited from such a 
subject. 
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Glknthorne, N, Ihoofif (klober ll«A, 1881. 



"THERE IS A CHARM THAT WINS UB IK THE TITLKS THAT OCCUR IK OUR EARLY 
READING, BSFECIALLT IN THOSE TITLES THAT ARE UNKED TO FEUDAL ACHIEVE- 
MENTS. THE MAONIFIGENCE OF CHIVALRY HANQS UPON THEM, AND DAZZLES THE 
YOUNO MIND WITH A BRiaHTNSBS THAT NEVER ENTIRELY FADES UPON THE 
MEMORY. AFTER-STUDY MAY RENDER US MORE CORRECT AND CERTAIN, BUT IT IB 
THE HI8T0RIBB WE HAVE PORED OVER AND DOATED ON IN OUR YOUTH THAT RBALLY 
MAKE ^FAMIUAR IN OUR MOUTHS AS HOUSEHOLD WQRDS' HARRY THE KING, BEDFORD 
AND SXETBB, WARWICK AND TALBOT, SALISBURY AND OLOSTBR. EACH ONE OF UB 
SEEMS TO HAVE A PERSONAL INTEREST AND A PERSONAL PRIDE IN OUR GREAT 
BYGONE TITLES, AND IN THE HISTORY OF OUR GREAT AND ILLUSTRIOUS NOBILITY." 

^THAT HISTORY WILL INDEED WELL REPAY THE TROUBLE THAT RESEARCH MAY 
HAVE COST ; FOR IT IB RVPURB WITH ROMANCE AND CHIVALRY, WFIQ ALL THE 
CHARMS OF BIOGRAPHY, LEGENDARY LOR^ AND PERSONAL ANECDOTE. A STATUE IN 
A PUBLIC WAY IS A BOOK TO EVERY PASSER-BY. THROUGH WHATEVER CHAOS OF 
MOULDEBING RECORDS THE LABORIOUS SEARCH MUST PIERCE, THERE IS A PECULIAR 
FEELING OF GRATIFICATION IN THE STUDY OF GENEALOGICAL HISTORY. IT SEEMS 
(/IKE STEPPING BACK INTO THE DAYS OF OUR FOREFATHERS, AND CONVERSING WITH 
THOSE WHO HAVE SLEPT FOR AGES IN THE SILENT DUST. HERE THEY REPOSE, THE 
BRAVE, THE GIFTED, THE LOVELY, WHO GAVE THEMES TO MINSTREIB, MOIUBIA TO 
PAINTERS, EXAMPLES TO POSTKUTY.'' 

—SIR BERNARD BURKS. 

^'WHAT IS LOCAL IS OFTEN NATIONAL." 

—RBV. T. WARTON, 

<< MONUMENTAL EFFIGIES PREBENT, WITH FEW EXCEPTIONS, THE ONLY EXISTING 
PORTRAITS WE POSSESS OF OUR KINGS, OUR PRINCES, AND THE HEROES OF AGES 
FAMED FOB CHIVALRY AND ARMS. TO HISTORY THEY GIVE A BODY AND A SUB- 
STANCE, BY PLACING BEFORE US THOSE THINGS WHICH LANGUAGE IS DEFICIENT IN 
t>ESCRIBING.'' 

— C. A. STOTHABB. 

"THE CHRISTIAN CANNOT LIVE IN THE PRESENT ONLY: HE BELONGS TO 
EIGHTEEN CENTURIES; THE EMBLEMS THAT MEET HIS EYE, AND THAT ENRICH HIS 
WORSHIP, HAVE ALL OF THEM TONES AND COLOURS, THE FORM AND THE FEELING 
OF AN ELDER TIME; WITHOUT SOME ACCESS TO WHICH, THEIR MEANING MUST BE 
HALF LOST TO HIM." 

"BUILDINGS DEVOTED TO THE CONVENIENCE OF THE BODY ARE FOR THE MOST 
PART GONE ; WHILST THOSE THAT REPRESENT IDEAS OF THE MIND ARE STANDING 
YET ; THESE SURVIVE THE SHOCKS OF WAR AND THE WASTE OF CENTURIES, AND 
TESTIFY THAT RELIGION, LOVE, AND HONOUR FOR THE GOOD ARE INEXTINGUISHABLE.'* 

<< OF DEATH WE FEEL THAT WE CANNOT FITLY SPEAK ; AND THE FLOWERS UPON 
THE GRAVE^ OR THE SCULPTURED EMBLEM IN THE CHURCH, SIGNIFICANTLY HINT 
AT CHERISHED MEMORIES AND GRIEFS SHARPLY GRAVEN ON THE SOUL.** 

—JAMBS MABTINBAU. 
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ITS LEADING FEATURES AND DETAILS. 



THE 



PORLOCK MONUMENTS. 



MR HALLIDAY and myself had been spending some pleasant 
hours on a beautiful autumn day, in the year 1880, with 
our relatives the Rev. Walter and Mrs. Hook, at Porlock,when 
Mrs. Hook proposed a visit to the Parish Church. 

Strangely enough, I had never visited it before, although 
I had frequently driven through the villaga To say the truth, 
the weather-beaten tower, surmounted by a shingled spire, 
forlorn-looking and dilapidated, had never been suggestive to 
me of anything interesting within the Church itself But, on 
this occasion, as our party walked up the nave, my hasty im- 
pressions received their proper refutation ; for my attention was 
at once arrested by the sight of a monument more befitting a 
cathedral than a retired country church. 

Before entering directly upon my subject, I must explain that 
the Church is itself of remote origin, having been founded by 
St. Dubricius, to whom the present edifice is dedicated. 
DuBRicius was consecrated First Bishop of Llandafi* by Ger- 
MANUS, and died about a.d. 612. Consequently, Christianity 
in Porlock was due to the missionary spirit of the early Church 
of S. Wales, and to the widening influence of the See, centred 
at Carleoa 

The stately altar-tomb, respecting which I am about to speak 
more fully, and the history of which I and my friends have 
sought to unravel, is surmounted by the eflSgies of a belted 
knight and his lady, and is covered by an elaborately-wrought 
canopy. The efligies, executed in alabaster, no doubt from the 
quarries of Watchet, Somerset, were once richly painted and 
gilded, according to the custom of the period (Plate VL), yet 
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are, as I believe, of anterior date to the canopy. The richness 
of tliis highly-ornamented altar- monument strongly contnists 
with the general appearance of the Church itself, which greatly 
needs a skilful and well-considered renovation. 

The arcade dividing the aisles, as well as the side walls 
themselves, are all out of the perpendicular ; but on the latter 
a partial renovation, not to be commended, has been at- 
tempted by covering them internally with plaster, graduated 
in thickness, so as to produce a perpendicular effect. 

The position of the Tomb is altogether anomalous; for though 
it stands under one of the arches {i,e. the easternmost) which 
divide the nave from the south aisle, its situation is clearly not 
the original site, because the arch runs through the soffit of the 
canopy (Plate VIII.) ; and further violence has been done to the 
west face of the canopy, in order to force in the Tomb to its 
present place. 

The whole aspect of this striking altar-monument naturally 
excited our curiosity. To whose memory had this Tomb been 
erected? From whence had it been moved? and for what reason? 
To my surprise, there was no inscription upon it, nor even part 
of one, to indicate its dedication ! Nor did any tradition seem 
extant about it, except that Takle, the aged sexton, had some 
legend about a Hanngton being commemorated ; but his story 
was quite vague. It seemed incredible that so costly a specimen 
of mediseval art could be there without some importiint history 
attaching to it ; and to this I mentally resolved, if possible, to 
obtain the clue. 

Accordingly, this little book is the result of my own re- 
searches on this point, combined with information derived from 
much correspondence on my part with courteous and gifted 
friends. I wish especially to name the Rev. F. J. Poynton, 
Rector of Kelston, who hiis most kindly arranged my papers, 
and has rendered me invaluable help in various ways through- 
out the enquiry. 

I have endeavoured to relieve, in some measure, the arch- 
aeology of the. matter from its necessary dryness, by giving 
drawings and illustrations of the Tomb and its surroundings, 
and by entering somewhat fully into the biography of some of 
the illustrious personages with whom my treatise? has brought 
me in contact historically. 

And now as to the method pursued in the investigation. In 
the first instance, I naturally consulted the works of the county 
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authoritiea On referring to Collinson's "Somerset,"* that author 
speaks of " Effigies in the Church at Porlock of a Knight Templar 
and his Lady"(!). And Savage, in his " History of Carhampton,*' 
p. 102, mentions "Recumbent effigies, male and female, in 
white marble/' Both these county historians possibly wrote from 
hearsay. The description of a "Knight Templar" applied to an 
effigy whoUy in plate armour was truly absurd ; and the material 
used being alabaster, yet called white marble, indicated want of 
observation on the part of Savage. I was induced, therefore, 
to make researches in earlier and more authentic records of 
Porlock, in order, if possible, to trace the historj" of this inte- 
resting Monument 

In foUowing down the successive owners of the Manor, to 
one of whom it seemed highly probable that the Monument 
might have been raised, the earliest document I obtained was that 
from the " Feet of Fines," temp. Rich. II,t where the renowned 
Sir Nigel Loring (No. 20 amongst the earliest founders of the 
Order of the Garter, and whose plate of arms still remains on his 
stall in St George's Chapel, Windsor J) is shewn to be in pos- 
session of the Manor and advowson. 

Could the Monument have been raised to him and to his 
wife ? The character of the armour and of the canopy, and the 
identification of the crest as belonging to another family, made 
this impossibla Moreover, I found that Sir Nigel Loring had 
retired to Chalgrave, near Toddington, Beds., to end his days, 
where, in 1365, he had the Royal licence to enclose a park; that 
he died An. 9, Rich. II., 1386, and was buried in the Priory 
Church of Dunstable, "to which he had been a great benefactor." 

This settled the question as to Sir Nigel Loring — the Tomb 
at Porlock was not to him. But the Loring connexion with 
Porlock did not altogether cease with that Knight This valiant 
soldier, according to Ashmole, did great service to King Edward 
II L He accompanied the Black Prince in his foreign wars; at 
the naval fight before Sluys, 1340, "his valour was so remark- 
able, that it gained him the honour of Knighthood.'' He was 
present at Najar, 1367. Sir Nigel was specially selected to 
attend the person of the Black Prince at the battle of Poictiers, 
1356, and received both acknowledgments and rewards from 

* Vol. ii., p. 38. t Appendix, No. I. 

X See Ashmole's ** Order of the Garter," chap. 26, sect. L Portraiture of 
Edward III., with the first 25 Knights Companioos in the habit of the Order and 
mirooats of their arms. *' Sir Neele Lorioge.'^ 
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the Prince for that day's service. A pension of X50 per annum 
was granted to him for life. Sir Nigel Loring was son and 
heir of Roger Lorincj and Cassandra, daughter of Reginald 
Perot. He married Margaret, daugliter and heir of Sir Ralph 
Beaupel,* of Landkey, Co. Devon, by Elizabeth, his wife, 
daughter and heir of Alan Bloyho (the relict of Stephen 
TiNTERNE, Esq.), by whom he had issue, two daughters and 
heirs, ie. Isabel, their eldest daughter and co-heir, wife of 
Robert, 3rd Baron Harington, of Aldingham, Co. Lancaster ; 
and Margaret, wife of John Peyner, of Toddington, Beds., 
son of Paulinus Peyner, Lord Steward of the Household to 
Henry III. Consequent upon alliances between the Peyners, 
Broughtons, and the Earl of Bedford, the Manor of Landkey 
descended to the present Duke of Bedford. The Manor of 
Porlock fell to the share of Isabella and Robert, 3rd Baron 
Harington, of Aldingham, Co. Lancaster. Now, on examining 
the crest of the helmet, which underlies the Knight's head upon 
the Tomb, it was found to be a lion's head erased, and that is 
the badge or crest of the Haringtoiis. (See vignette on title 
page.) 

Thus, having discovered that the crest was that of Harington, 
I began to hope that light was about to dawn upon this attribu- 
tion of the Tomb at once. But the special characteristics of the 
effigies and of the canopy soon proved to me that the persons 
represented could not be Robert, 3rd Baron Harington, and 
Isabella (Loring), his lady, as I had first expected. 

These were the reasons : there was a total absence of mail in 
the armour of the Knight ; it was plate armour ; and as to the 
head-dress of the lady (Plate III.), it belonged to the style 
called " Mitred," peculiar to the time of Henry Vl.t Of this 
singular head-dress, the following examples may be mentioned : 
the wife of Sir Wm. Vernon, in Tong Church, Salop ; the wife of 
Sir Humphrey STArFORn, in Bromsgrove Churcli,\Vorcestershire ; 
and Joan, Lady Bardolf,J at Bennington, Co. Suffolk, &a, Ac. 

Then, as to the still later architectural details of the 
cjinopy, they appeared to belong more to the period of the 
Clnuitry foundation, of which I have to speak, and to the 
time between Edward IV. and Henry VIL, than to any 
earlier reign or to the date of Robert, Lord Harington. 

■-' ArmB of Beaupelf of Landkey, Co. Devon ; "gules, a bend vaire, between six 
ebcillops, aig." 

t See Planche's " Dictionary of Costume,'' p. 272. 

X See " Note ou Lonl Bardolf/' in Appendix. 
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I dismissed therefore this first hope, that the mystery of the 
Tomb was solved, and I continued my researches further, stiU 
using the crest as a clue to the history of the Tomb. 

The family of Harington, or de Haverington, which, by 
alliance made with Loring, linked its fortunes for a time with 
Porlock, and whose crest, discovered on the Tomb, points to 
their history, is extremely ancient, their descent having even 
been traced to Elgiva, daughter of Ethelred, King of England. 
Those who are int.erested in the highest antiquity of this 
family are referred to the 5th voL of Duodale's " Monasticon," 
to the Charter Records of Holm Cultram Abbey, and the Carta 
of Cospatric, son of Orme, of Flcmingby, in particular. Har- 
ington history is perfectly assured by Inquisitions Post Mortem, 
and other public documents dating from the 13th century, near 
the end of which we have the alliance between Robert de 
Harington, Lord of Aldingham, and Agnes Cancepieij). The 
CuLWENS, of Flemingby, were the ancestors of this Robert 
Harington's mother ; she herself was a Veteripont. 

Prince Henry, son of James I., writes in most aflPectionate 
terms to John, Lord Harington, of Exton, thus : — 

Mt good Fellow, 

I have here sente you certain matters of ancient sorte, which I 
gained by searche in a musty vellome book in my father's closet ; and as it 
hathe great mention of your ancestry, I hope it will not meet your dis- 
pleasure. It gave me some paines to reade, and some to write also ; but I 
nave a pleasure in over-reachmg difficult matters. When I see you, and let 
that be shortlie, you will find me your better at Tennis and Pike. 

Gbod Fellow, I reste your friend, Hekby.* 

Although the Barons of Extort were long separate in time 
from the Lords of A Idingham, yet both sprang from the same 
stock, and each branch of the family haa made the name illus- 
trioua The romance and chivalry associated with their ex- 
ploits had evidently, from this letter, impressed the imagination 
of the youthful, gifted, and short-lived Princa 

John, the son of the above-named Robert de Harington, 
was summoned to Parliament from 18th Edward 11. to 21st 
Edward III., thus becoming 1st Baron Harington, of Aldingham. 

And as the current of our national history flows down, suc- 
cessive generations of Harington leave their mark upon its 
pagea They were ever ready to attend their princes in foreign 
wars, or to take a leading part in those murderous civil contests 
between the Houses of York and Lancaster, which well nigh 

" " Nugiae Antiquffi," vol. lii., p. 305. 
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decimated the "Ancienne noblesse" of England. Philip de 
CoMiNES observes of them, that within his remembrance " about 
eighty persons of the Blood Royal perished in these battles." 
Deeds of arms joined to their ancient lineage and large posses- 
sions, acquired by alliances with the heiresses of Cancefield, 
Le Flemynge, and Multon, of Egremond, entitled the Barons 
Harington, of Aldingham, to claim the hand of the highest 
ladies of the day. The aJliance formed by John, 2nd Baron 
Harington, is unascertained. He was grandson of John, the 
Ist Baron ; his father, Robert, had died in early manhood in 
Ireland. He is stated by one authority to have married Mar- 
garet, daughter of Henry, Lord Clifford (most probably it is 
an error) ; by another authority, with more semblance of truth, 
Joan, daughter of his step-father, Walter de Berningham ; 
thirdly, there is some idea that his alliance may have been made 
with Katharine, daughter of Hugh, 2nd Earl of Devon. But 
this last lady certainly married Sir Thomas Engaine (son of 
John, Lord Engaine), and died, his widow, in 1399. She is 
mentioned in the will of her mother (Margaret, wife of Hugh, 
2nd Earl of Devon), dated 28th January, 1391, by her married 
name " Engaine," as also are her sisters by theirs, these being 
married respectively to Lord Cobham and to Sir Andrew 
LuTTRELL, of ChiltoD. if Lady Katharine Courtenay ever 
married a Harington, the fact needs further confirmation. It 
has only been thought of, because the old authorities, and Burke, 
following their lead, have assigned her in marriage to a Baron 
Harington, and have fixed on Baron William Harington (5th 
of the Harington Lords) to be her consort, committing thereby 
a gross anachronism. Lady Katharine died in all probability 
before that Baron was born. She died 1399 ; he was a minor 
in 1418. 

Robert, the 3rd Baron Harington, of Aldingham, the hus- 
band of Isabella Lornig (whose claim to the Tomb we have 
examined and rejected above), was created a Knight of the Bath 
at the coronation of Rich. XL, 1377, and died 1406. 

Having, for the reasons given above, come to the conclusion 
that the Tomb could not have been raised to the memory of 
Robert and Isabella, his lady, I now pass on to the next heir 
found in possession of the Manor of Porlock and the advowson ; 
viz., their eldest son, John, 4th Baron Harincjton. 

The Inquisition Post Mortem upon the death of Robert, 3rd 
Baron (1406), indicates that "John dk Harington, Chivaler/' 
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is his son and next heir, and is of the age of 22 years and more ; 
and that he (Baron Robert) held, at the time of his death, the 
Manor of Porlock, together with the advowson of the Church of 
the said Manor (the Manor being held from Edward Courtenay, 
Earl of Devon, as of his Manor of Okehampton, by knight- 
service), besides four messuages and certain lands in Hunspylle, 
which he held of Fulk Fitzwaryn, the son and heir of Fulk- 
WARYN, of his Manor. In the same deed, returns are given by each 
Escheator and Jury of the Counties of Beds., York, Lancaster, 
Cumberland, Devon, Cornwall, Suffolk, and Somerset* This 
introduces us to the career of the 4th Baron Harington ; and 
after entering on his estate, the name of Sir John Harington, 
4th Baron, appears prominently in the chronicles of his tima 
For example : Upon the occasion of the visit of the Emperor 
SiGiSMUND, May 1st, 1416 (the same Imperial personage who 
considered liimself "supra grammaticam' ), to England, as a 
mediator between France and this country, Hknry V., whilst 
anxious to receive his distinguished guest with becoming honours, 
was equally resolved to guard his own independence, and con- 
sequently sent Duke Humphrey, of Gloucester, his brother, the 
Earl of Salisbury, and the Lords Talbot and Harington to 
Dover. These illustrious personages rode into the sea with 
drawn swords, requesting information as to the intentions of 
the Royal visitor, and if he pretended to assume any jurisdiction 
in this realm? The answer being satisfactory, Sigismund be- 
came a welcome and a highly-honoured guest, and was installed 
at Windsor as a Knight of the Garter. 

In Stow's "Chronicle," p. 358, Lord Harington is men- 
tioned as accompanying Henry V. and his army, which left 
these shores the 28th of July, 1417, under the Dukes of 
Clarence and Gloucester, the E^irls of March, Warwick, Hun- 
tingdon, Suffolk, Salisbury, Lord Talbot, Lord Edward Cour- 
tenay, Lord BoucHiER, and Lord Harington, On the 1st day 
of August the King dubbed t forty-eight knights ; among these 
we may fairly assume was Jiord Harington. 

Now, the Knight recumbent on the Tomb at Porlock wears 
the collar and badge of an Order (Plate IV., 6). Experts in 
such matters will, I hope, be able to solve the question hereafter, 
whether the collar and badge of the Porlock Knight be that of 

••* See Appendix, Inq. P.M. 7th Henry IV., No. 2. 
t To "dub'' a knight is from the "dip,** "doob," in the bath. See Stanlky's 
<* Cbi'is^i&l^ Institutions.'* 
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the Order of the Bath, or what Order it actually denotes. The 
sculpture of the collar is now much worn, and requires the 
keenest and most experienced eye to decide what it portrays. 
In the same Plate (IV., k and I) of the illustrations, Mr. Rosooe 
GiBBS has given examples of a similar badge ; but it will be ob- 
served that the collar, in these examples, is decidedly that of S.S. 

Before going abroad on this occasion, Lord Harington made 
his Will,* and he died February 11th, 1418 ; but the cause of 
his early decease, and the place of his death, are alike unknown. 
This Baron's last Will and testament proves him to have been a 
good man and mindful of the wants of the poor; for, as Savage 
writes, he left money for alms " to be distributed to divers poor 
persons on the foundation of Sir John Harington ";t and he 
also endowed a chantry in the Parish Church of Porlock, ac- 
cording to the religious usages of the day. 

A&r the death of this Baron John, February 11th, 1418, 
Elizabeth, his widow, became Lady of the Manor of Porlock, j 
with reversion to the heirs-at-law of her late husband.§ 

In this last cited deed John and Elizabeth are mentioned 
as holding "conjointly" the Manor of Porlock, and probably the 
deed of the 13th year of Henry IV. recited in it marks the year 
of their marriage, and was virtually Lady Elizabeth's marriage 
settlement. The residence of Lady Elizabeth Harington at 
Porlock, brought about through this settlement of the Manor 
upon her, is of great importance in our question, as well as the 
endowing of the chantry by John, 4th Baron Harington, her 
husband. 

As to the chantry, it appears, from the Will of John de 
Harington, that he gave his Manor of Uggeburgh, Co. Devon, 
to be amortized for founding a chantry, and sustaining two 
priests to celebrate divine service and to pray for the souls of 
his father and mother and all his ancestors, provided his goods 
sufficed previously to meet his own existing Uabilitiea 

Baron John died 1418, as we have seen, but the Letters 

-^' See Appendix, No. 3, Testament of John de Harington, 8th June, 1417. 

t " Hifltorj of Carhampton,'* p. 1()9. 

X In the Will of John Bakelyn, of Duuster, a.d. 1420, this lady is exuressly 
styled "Lady Elizabeth Harington, Lady of Porlock,'* as seen by Mr. Maxwell Lyte 
in his recent perusal of the famous Records of Duuster Castle. And she once 
occupied that Castle, as a sojourner, for a visit, from 1st October to 31st December, 
1425, with her family and retinue. ( Vide ^ Dunstor and its Lords," by Mr. Maxwell 
Lyte.) 

§ See Appendix, the Chan. Inq. P.M., 6th Henry V., No. 4. 
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Patent which authorize the fouoding of the chantry only date 
and take eflFect from the 14th of Edward IV. ; Elizabeth her- 
self was living up to the 11th year of that King's reign. Thus 
we perceive that Baron Jorn^s wishes were not carried into 
eflFect for the long space of fifty-six years ! This may, however, 
help us to account for the later architectural style of the canopy, 
compared with that of the effigies, when we come to pronounce 
our opinion in favour of attributing the Porlock Tomb to the 
memory of John, 4th Baron Harington, and Elizabeth, his 
wife. 

Special mention is made in the Letters Patent granted by 
Edward IV.* of the "Chapel of the Blessed Mary" in the 
Church of Porlock, and of " two perpetual chaplains, who were 
to celebrate divine service at the aitar aforesaid." 

The position of the Tomb, as already stated, must have been 
changed from the situation it held originally, when it was doubt- 
less a prominent feature of the chantry, and stood contiguous to 
the altar, at which the prescribed masses were said. The original 
position, we think, was the second bay of the south aisle, the 
monument itself cent-ering with the second arch and the window 
(Plate IL, a), whilst the first bay would leave space for the altar 
and for the priests to perform their functions. It seems to 
strengthen these conjectures, that in the first six divisions of 
the waggon-roof covering these first two bays the bosses are all 
larger and bolder than those along the rest of the roof westward, 
and are carved with heads and shields ; whilst the other bosses 
are sculptured with only the conventional leaf-ornament. The 
bases of the columns are chiselled out, to receive no doubt the 
wooden screen that formerly enclosed the chantry, measuring, 
according to this theory, 28 feet long by 16 wide. 

I would just mention, in passing, that there is in the chancel 
standing against the north wall a strikingly beautiful altar-tomb, 
or Easter sepulchre (Plate X.) This object is so artistic that I 
have included it with the other iUustrations of this work. It 
Tnay once have belonged to this chantry, but it has no direct 
bearing, that I am aware of, on the question before us. 

The Chancery Inquisition Post Mortem, 11th Edward IV. ,t 
taken upon the death of Lady Elizabeth Hakington, proves 
that she was, before her marriage, Lady Elizabeth Courtenay, 
daughter of Edward, 3rd Earl of Devon. 

* See Appendix, No. 6, Patent Roll, I4th Edward IV. 
t See Appendix, No. 6. 
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Respecting the illustrioijs and princely family of Courtenay, 
all will recall that striking chapter in Gibbon's "Decline and 
Fall of the Roman Empire," where he contrasts so vividly the 
greatness and the vicissitudes of that family of Imperial and 
Royal descent, which, as he says, gave such tragic pathos to 
their motto, " Ubi lapsus ? quid feci?" Owing to the many and 
various calamities that have befallen this great family through 
successive centuries, although there is an unbroken chain of 
descent connecting the De Redvers, Earls of Devon, temp. 
Henry L, a.d. 1100, with the Earl of Devon, temp. Victoria, 
A.D. 1881, this Earldom, owing to the attainder passed on earlier 
creations, is oth on the roll of the Peerage, instead of being 1st, 
as it would otherwise be 

The present representatives of other ancient and historic 
peerages have likewise suffered from the effects consequent upon 
such attainders falling iipon earlier creationa For example, 
but for the forfeiture of Henry Grey, Duke of Suffolk, father 
of Lady Jane Grey, the Earl of Stamford and Warrington 
would be Marquis of Dorset ; the Duke of Buccleugh would 
be Duke of Monmouth; and the Marquis of Abergavenny might 
possibly assert his claim to the Earldom of Westmorelandy as 
the representative of the historic and illustrious Nevilles, Lords 
of Raby and Brancepeth. 

The arms of the Courtenays are — Or, three torteaux, gules ; 
similar to those borne by the ancient Dukes of Boulogne, with 
whom the princely family of Courtenay seemed to have shared 
a common ancestry. The supporters are two boars argent, 
bristled, tusked and hoofed, or. 

Peter, of France, son of Louis le Gros, espoused Isabel, 
Lady of Courtenay and Montargia This Prince assumed the 
name and arms of Courtenay. Their son was elected, a.d. 1217, 
Emperor of Constantinople, and the Imperial diadem was worn 
by three successive generations of that familj^ 

The immediate ancestors of the Earls of Devon — the third 
line of the Courtenay family — came to England with Eleanor 
(daughter and heir of William, 9th Duke of Aquitaine, and 5th 
of that name), the wife of Henry IL, a.I). 1151, and occupied 
at once the highest position in this country. 

Equally remarkable for active services to the State, whether 
at home or abroad, the personal biography of the members of 
this family forms an integral part of the history of our country, 
at a period when "the many" were formed and guided by the 
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influence of the few. The great uncle of Elizabeth, Lady of 
the Manor of Porlock, William Courtenay, Archbishop of 
Canterbury, was a man of rare courage and prudence, and a 
staunch supporter of the Crown against Papal usurpation and 
interference. Richard Courtenay, Lord Bishop of Norwich, 
bom at Powderham Castle, Co. Devon, nephew and adopted son 
of William, Archbishop of Canterbury, was present with Henry 
V. at the siege of Harfleur, in Normandy, 1415. The distin- 
guished intellectual and moral qualities of this Prelate so 
endeared him to his Royal master, that when attacked at this 
period, at Harfleur, by his last fatal illness, the King ministered 
personally to his wants, " wiping the chilled feet of his dying 
friend with his own hands," and desiring that his remains 
should be conveyed to England and buried amongst the Royal 
sepulchres of our Kings in Westminster Abbey. This Prelate 
is stated to have been "of a most graceful presence, of stature 
tall, of comely countenance, of eloquent tongue, and of most 
noble ancestry." Edward, 3rd Earl of Devon, father of Lady 
Elizabeth Courtenay, led a life of active usefulness at home 
and abroad. He was Admiral of the Western parts, Earl- 
Marshal of England, in 1385; and was summoned to all the 
l^arliaments from 1378 to 1420, the time of his death. The 
writ was directed to him next after the King's sons, brothers, 
and cousins. He was known as the f* Blind Earl." The great 
aunt of Lady Elizabeth Courtenay, and sister of William, 
Archbishop of Canterbury, was Lady Elizabeth Luttrell, wife 
of Sir Andrew Luttrell, mother of Sir Hugh Luttrell, of 
Dunster Castle, Co. Somerset This lady was styled " Kins- 
woman to the King," being grand-daughter to King Edward L 

Having made these remarks on the lineage and family of 
tiady Elizabeth Harington (n^e Courtenay) generally, I now 
return to her own personal history after she became Lord Har- 
ington's widow. The Inquisition Post Mortem (No. 6) is of great 
importance, as it indicates that Elizabeth, Lady Harington, 
was twice married — first, to John, 4th Baron Harington ; and, 
secondly. Sir William Bonville, of Chewton, Knight, after- 
wards created Lord Bonville, and decorated with the Garter. 

I ask particular attention to this : Elizabeth is styled in 
one place in the deed "Elizabeth Harington, widow"; in 
another part, "Elizabeth, Lady Harington, who was the wife 
of William Bonville, Knight." It would seem that Lord 
Bonville, having been beheaded after the second battle of St 



12 THE PORLOCK MONUMENTS. 

Albans, a.d. 1461, and attainted, has his title ignored in this 
deed, wherein he is simply termed "William Bonville, Knight" 
His survivorship of his son and grandson (who both bore his 
own name, William) is also clearly shewn in the same deed. 
On the death of Lord Bonville, and subsequently of his wife, 
Elizabeth, all the manors and estates of Bonville and Harington, 
including Porlock, which, by right of survivorship on Eliza- 
beth's part, had never passed to William, 5th Baron Harington, 
were inherited by Cecily BonvilIiE, great grand-daughter of the 
Lord Bonville, being then an infemt of about four years of age. 

Sir William Harington, of Aldingham, Co. Lancaster, 
brother and heir-at-law of John, 4th Baron, had livery of his 
inheritance, 6th of Henry V., and died A.D. 1457. In the In- 
quisition Post Mortem, taken at South Petherton, 36th of 
Henry VL,* upon the death of this nobleman, an important 
fact must be noted, namely, that there is no mention whatever 
made of the Manor of Porlock, that Manor, as we have seen, 
being settled on Elizabeth, **the Lady of Porlock." 

But a new factor is brought in by this document, viz., a 
knowledge of the second alliance of the Haringtons with the 
BoNViLLES, through the marriage of Euzabeth, only daughter 
and heir of Baron William Harington, with William, the son 
and heir of the Lord Bonville, by his first wife Margaret 
Meriet. Thus a Bonville l)ecame, by courtesy. Lord Har- 
ington in right of his wife, when her father died. This marriage 
of another Elizabeth Harington with another Wiluam Bon- 
ville has, as may be readily supposed, been productive of much 
confusion in treating of the genealogy of these two familiea 

Elizabeth Bonville {nee Harington), the daughter of 
William, 5th Baron Harington, of Aldingham, died in her 
father's life-time, as his Inquisition Post Mortem clearly in- 
dicates; for, at the time of this Baron's death, in 1457, not 
his daughter, but his daughter's son, the third William 
Bonville, was his heir. This youth, who married Katharine, 
one of the daughters of Richard, Earl of Salisbury, as men- 
tioned Inquisition Post Mortem 36th of Henry VL,t was, at 
the date of the death of his maternal grandfather, William, 
Lord Harington, 1457, found to be "of the age of sixteen 
years and upwards," and the intermediate years between 
1457 and the battle of Wakefield, 1460, saw him married, 
become the father of Cecily, and fall with his father in battle. 

* t See Appendix, No. 7. 
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Thus the associations and interests of Porlock Manor 
passed, owing to the death of all intermediate members of the 
Harington and Bonville families, at once from the aged Lady 
of Porlock, who had held it under settlement till her death, 
1472, to their only representative — an heiress of immense 
estates — Cecily Bonville. Cecily Bonville became the wife 
of Thomas Grey, Marquis of Dorset, K.6., eldest son of 
Elizabeth, Edward IV/s Queen, by Sir John Grey, her first 
husband, slain at the second battle of St Albans, fought on 
Shrove Tuesday, February 17th, 1461. Sir John Grey seems 
to have been the only person of consideration who fell in that 
engagement; but Lord Bonville was beheaded the day after. 

The tragical death of the two younger Bonvilles, who both 
ftiU at Wakefield, leaving the unhappy Lord Bonville to deplore 
the loss of both his son and grandson, is a truly pathetic story. 
It vividly pictures to us the wholesale calamities that were only 
too familiar in that unhappy age, which caused Shakspeare to 
liken the country at that period to 

'' The field of Golgotha and dead men's skulls." 

As the conduct of Lord Bonville has been severely blamed, 
and he has been ac(msed of immense ingratitude to the House 
of Lancaster, his benefactors, 1 will endeavour to review a few 
of the facts referring to his melancholy hist-ory, so that his 
memory may be detJt with more justly and more leniently, 
making those allowances for his defection from the " Red Rose," 
which the circumstances of his case seem fairly to demand. 
Lord Bonville, of Chewton, KG., was twice married — first to 
Margaret Meriet, who became the mother of his son and heir, 
William Bonville, often styled in documents of the time 
Lord Harington, " senior,'' by virtue of his having married the 
only daughter and heir of Willlam, 5th and last Baron Har- 
ington, of Aldingham. Lord Bonville had no children by his 
second wife, the Lady Elizabeth, relict of John, 4th Baron 
Harington. Willlam Bonville, the grandson of Lord Bon- 
ville, was styled Lord Harington, "junior"; but it was a 
mere courtesy title, as he fell with his father at the battle of 
Wakefield Green, A.D. 1460. 

I have been very precise in stating these facts, as much 
confusion has arisen by writers calling these younger Bonvilles 
(both father and son) sometimes Lord Bonville, at other times 
Lord Bonville and Harington. 
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Sir William Bonville, Knight, ILG., afterwards created 
Lord Bonville, rendered unceasing services to Henry VI. from 
1418 till within a short time previous to his tragical end.* In 
1418 he went to France in the retinue of Thomas, Duke of 
Clarence. In 1422 he was High Sheriff of Devon. In 1443 
he was retained by indenture to serve the King a whole year 
with twenty men-at-arms and 600 archers, and was made 
Seneschal of the Duchy of Aquitaine. In 1442 he sailed from 
Plymouth for Bordeaux, with twenty-five ships and 4,000 men. 
In 1449 this active soldier was retained by indenture to serve 
the King upon the sea " for the cleansing of the robbers and 
pirates thereof" The same year he held Taunton Castle, and 
was compelled to surrender it to the Duke of York. In 1450 
a letter was sent to him, amongst others, by the King, requesting 
help for the preservation of Lower Normandy from the French ; 
and in the same year he received his summons to Parliament as 
a Baron of the realm. In 1453, now Lord Bonville, he was 
ordered to France with a force sent for the relief of Guienne^ 
In 1454 he was made Lieutenant of Aquitaina In 1455 be 
was the victor in a skirmish at Clystheath, near Exeter, withl 
Thomas Courtenay, Earl o^ Devon. 

Thus, from 1418 till 1454 (the .32nd of Henry VL), we see 
that Lord Bonville devotedly served that Monarch's interests ; 
and, if amply rewarded, it must be admitted that his services 
had been very considerable. It is natural, then, to seek for a 
cause in explanation of his defection after services so various, so 
life-long, so devoted ; and perhaps we may find some solution 
of his conduct by referring his reasons to domestic influeivces ; 
for, possibly, at the close of his long career, these caused him to 
transfer his allegiance from the House of Lancaster to that of 
York. It has been shewn that Lord Bonville's gnindson, Lordl 
Harington, "junior,'' married Katharine, daughte^ of Richard 
Neville, Earl of Salisbury. This alliance made him the brother- 
in-law of Richard Neville, Earl of Warwick, and forged a link 
between Bonville and the House of York. That Ejirl's wife, 
Anne, was sister to and heir of Henry Beauchamp, Duke of 
Warwick, and at her brother s death she succeeded to the united 
inheritance of the Despencers and Beauchamps. 

In " The Last of the Barons," an unrivalled pen has drawn 
the special characteristics of the " stout Earl of Warwick,'* that 
" Proud setter-up and puller-down of kings," and describes the 

'^' Chronicles aud Memorials (Rolls series), No. 22. 
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marvellous influence exercised over all by this powerful magnate. 
The same author describes the splendour, the hospitality, the 
almost regal position that Warwick's birth, possessions, and 
dauntless character, had procured for him. He tells us how, 
when the Earl of Warwick fell at the battle of Barnet Field, 
A.D. 1471, feudalism was shattered to its foundation ; and how 
the sera had passed away when the individual man sufficed to 
control a throne and command a people. 

The family of the Nevilles were the most powerful and 
influential amongst the patrician nobility of England ; so much 
so, indeed, that Richard Plantagenet, Duke of York, father of 
King Edward IV., considered he was furthering his ambitious 
projects by espousing Cecily of Raby. Cecily, Duchess of 
York, was the youngest daughter of Ralph de Neville — Lord 
Neville of Raby, Lord of the Castles of Raby, Staindrop and 
Branspeth, Warkworth, Sheriflf-Hutton, and Middleham ; created 
first Earl of Westmoreland by Richard JI., 1398. In 1399 he 
was made Earl of Richmond by Henry IV., and afterwards 
Knight of the Garter, Earl-Marshal of England, and Lord 
Warden of the Marches of Scotland. He died 1425. 

The mother of Cecily, Duchess of York, was the second 
wife of. Ralph, Earl of Westmoreland, namely, Joan Beaufort, 
Countess of Westmoreland, who died in 1440. She was the 
daughter of John of Gaunt and Catherine Swinford. In 
their splendid Castle of Raby, Co. Durham, built in 1378 by 
John de Neville, the Earl and Countess lived in princely 
state. In the upper hall of the Castle, termed "the Barons' 
hall,'' 90 feet by 36, and 34 high, were assembled 700 knights, 
who held of that family. 

Cecily, Duchess of York, called the " Rose of Raby," 
resided in Fotheringay Castle, Co. Northampton, presented by 
Edward III. to his son, Edmund of Langley, Duke of York, 
and here the Duchess held regal receptions. 

It was at Middleham Castle, as we read in Shakspeare, 
that Edward IV. was consigned by the Earl of Warwick to 
the care of the princ^ely prelate, George Neville, Archbishop 
of York, and, whilst hunting in the park of the Castle, Edward 
effected his escape. According to Dugdale, Bishop Godwin 
gives these particulars of the Feast of the Installation of George 
Neville, Archbishop of York, in 1466 : — 

Ale, 300 tuns; wine, 104 tuns; hipocras, one pipe; oxen, SO; wild 
bulls, 6; muttons, 1,004; veals, 300; porks, 300; geese, 3,000; capons, 
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2,300; pigB, 100; peacocks, 100; cranes, 200; kids, 200; chickens, 2,000; 
pidgeons, 4,000; heam-fewes, 400; pheasants, 400; curlews, 100; quails, 
100 ; egrets, 1,000; rees, 200; harts, bucks, and roes, 400 odd; pasties of 
venison cold, 4,000 ; pasties of venison hot, 1,506; dishes of jelly pacted, 
1,000; plain dishes of jelly, 4,000; cold tarts baked, 4,000; custards hot, 
2,000 ; pykes, 300 ; breams, 300 ; seals, 8 ; porpoises, 4. There were 62 
chief cooks, and 515 servants and turnspits. 

Katharine Bonville, mother of Cecily, was the grand- 
daughter of Ralph, 1st Earl of Westmoreland, and was 
daughter of the Earl's eldest son (by his second wife, Joan 
Beaufort), Richard Neville, Earl of Sidisbury (jure uxoris), 
and K.G. Katharine's mother was Alice, daughter and heir 
of Thomas Montacute, the celebrated Earl of Salisbury, 
wounded at the siege before Orleans, 1427, who survived liis 
fearful wounds eight days. 

" In thirteen battles, Salisbury o*ername," 

exclaims the weeping Talbot ; and John, Duke of Bedford, 
brother of Henry V., describes him to have been 

. . . ** as full of Talour as of kindness : 
Princely in both." 

With such powerful domestic influences on the side of York 
surrounding the latter days of Lord Bonville, we begin to realise 
the difficulties that assailed the closing career of this energetic 
old warrior ; and if we behold him finally carried away from his 
former adhesion by the onward train of events, we must not 
deem him wholly influenced by selfish motives. 

It is stated that the custody of the Royal Person wiis 
entrusted to him after that the King, Henry VI., had been 
taken prisoner at the battle of Northampton, 1460. 

Lord Bonville must have been present at the battle of 
Wakefield, 1460 (so disastrous to the Yorkists), as he is said 
to have been an "eye witness" of the death of both the 
BoNViLLES, "senior" and "junior" — his son and youthful grand- 
son of twenty yeiirs being slain before his face. If that be 
true, how could he subsequently serve the House of Lancaster i 
What stronger blow could dissever ancient ties? Here also, 
at Wakefield, fell Richard Plantagenet, Duke of York ; and 
Richard Neville, Earl of Salisbury, being taken prisoner, was 
lodged by the Duke of Somerset in tlie Castle of Pontefract, 
taken out by violence from that castle, and slain. Then his 
venerable head, with streaming white hair, wiis set up with that 
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of his brother-in-law, Richard, Duke of York, over the gate of 
York. The Eoyal Duke's head was, by desire of Lord de Cufford, 
fixed on a pole and presented to Queen Margaret with a crown 
of paper set on it. Such acts did not invite return to the cause 
of Lancaster. Here it was also, on this battle-field, that, at 
twelve years of age, Edmund Plantagenet, Earl of Rutland, 
the Duke of York's youngest son, was barbarously killed by 
John, 9th Lord de Cliflford, "as he kneeled to that lord be- 
seeching his pity." This nobleman was himself shot in the 
throat by a headless arrow, of which wound he instantly died, 
three months after he had stabbed to the heart young Edmund 
Plantagenet. 

I have recalled these terrible scenes in their detail to enable 
us more accurately to realise the vindictive passions that pos- 
sessed both parties in this struggle. It is desirable that all 
possible light should be thrown upon actual facts, otherwise it 
will be impossible to judge impartially of Lord Bonville's 
character and conduct as a whole. The above-mentioned party 
conflicts, with their heart-rending details and severe domestic 
losses and trials, were calamities perfectly overwhelming. In 
the second battle of St Albans, a.d. 1461 (the King being still 
in Lord Bonville's custody), during a temporary defeat of the 
Lancastrians, the Dukes of Norfolk and SuiSblk, the Earls of 
Warwick and Arundel, who were with Lord Bonville in charge 
of the King, having gone to the help of their party. Lord Bon- 
ville remained behind, as some think, to protect the King from 
the rabble crew — "more like Saracens than Christians" — during 
the rout and slaughter on both sides. We know perfectly well 
that Lord Bonville might have withdrawn himself by flight 
Queen Margaret exclaims, with cutting irony, to Warwick, 
previous to the battle of Towton, fought on Palm Sunday, 29th 
March, 1461, 

"Why, how now, long-tongu*d Warwick? 
Dare you speak ? 
When you and I met at St. Alban's last. 
Tour legs did better service than your hands." 

We may consequently conclude that, like a true soldier. 
Lord Bonville remained firm at his post, guided alone by that 
sense of chivalry which made him consider the safety of the 
King's person before his own. Such, however, was the vindic- 
tiveness of the Queen, that, at the instance of the Duke of 
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Exeter, and of Thomas, Earl of Devon (although the King had 
guaranteed Lord Bonville's safety), he was after two days be- 
headed, with Sir Thomas Kyriell of Kent, a valiant soldier 
and a Knight of the Garter, who had gallantly served in the 
wars with France from 1434. 

We have followed Lord Bonville's career to its close. His 
widow's fortune seems to have been secured to her by a grant 
from the King, Edward IV., in the first year of his reign, 1461, 
when, as we must suppose, in return for Lord Bonville's 
services to the House of York, a very large dower was assigned 
to her, all of which, ultimately, descended to Cecily, Lord 
Bonville's great grand-daughter, afterwards the wife of Thomas 
Grey, Marquis of Dorset, and K.G. 

Lord BoNViLLE was, we learn from Buswell, "restored in 
blood " by Act of Parliament, the effect of which would be to 
render his estates inheritable by Cecily, his lineal descendant 
and sole heir ; and in the Letters Patent from the same King,* 
which authorize the establishment of the chantry, * willed ' by 
John, 4th Baron Harington, the old Lord is again spoken of 
by his title, thus, " The late Lord Bonville." 

It is now time for us to sum up the effect of the Manor 
History of Porlock, which we have been pursuing, upon the 
attribution of the Tomb in the Parish Church- It must, we 
think, have been evident, from this history, that the successive 
owners of the Manor were all so highly distinguished, that it was 
quite to be expected a splendid tomb might be erected to the 
memory of any one of them. But the cardinal interest of the 
Manor, so to say, has turned on Harington. And when we take 
into consideration the tradition t which associated Harington 
with the Tomb, and its confirmation in finding the crest of Har- 
ington — the lion's head erased — upon the helmet of the recum- 
bent Knight (see vignette on title page), it would seem forced 
upon us, as a necessary conclusion, first, that the Tomb com- 
memorates a Harington, Lord of Porlock; and, secondly, having 
regard to the badge and collar borne on the eflfigy, a Harington 

* See Appendu, No. 5. 

t Od this tradition a MS. in the Minster Library at York may be consulted, 
which bears date so far back as 1602, and which, though unsigned by its author, 
bears indisputable evidence that it was written by Sir tfohu Harinston, of Eelston. 
The writer, whilst discussing chantr;^ spoliations, alludes to Lord Barington's Tomb 
at Porlock ; and though his genealogical knowledge was evidently not on a par with 
his wit, his testimony to the traditionaiy attribution of the Tomb is of some value. 
He was bom in 1561. His MS. treats " On the Succession to the Crown'' (1602). 
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of great distinction as a warrior. But which Harington can fulfil 
these requirements ? We have seen already the reasons why the 
Tomb cannot be attributed to Robert, 3rd Baron Harington, 
and Isabel (Loring) his wife ; and the history of the Manor 
has shewn us that, as to William, 5th Baron Harington, though 
a distinguished warrior, he never had any interest in Porlock 
Manor, because his brother's widow, the Lady Elizabeth, held 
it from the time of her first marriage, in settlement, and sur- 
vived him many years, till 1472. Consequently, there remains 
no other Harington, Baron and Lord of Porlock, to whom the 
Tomb can possibly be ascribed, save John, the 4th Baron, with 
his Lady. He appears, moreover, to fulfil all the conditions we 
require, not only as a Harington of suflScient distinction to 
merit such a Tomb, but his associations with Porlock were so 
close and special in character as to claim it as his due. He left 
a widow, whose memories lingered with Porlock to the days of 
Cecily Bonville, and for ten years at least after the second 
battle of St Albans, when every intermediate generation between 
herself and Cecily had gone. Who would be likely to apply 
for the licence to found the chantry that John Harington had 
so long before endowed by Will ? Who would be likely to set 
up a splendid Tomb (probably in connection with that chantry) 
but she who, as a child, had heard from the aged lips of her sole 
surviving ancestor the tragic history of all the family — Cecily 
Bonville, espoused to, and at sixteen years old wedded to, 
Thomas Grey, son of Edward's Queen? One of the most 
distinguished intellects and eminent judges of these days has 
recently reminded us that " probability is the guide of life — we 
cannot get on without acting on probable evidence." 

The point, then, as to the attribution of the Tomb in Porlock 
Church, which was once open and at issue, seems fairly closed 
and settled. If portions of the work, especially the canopy, seem 
later than other parts, and notebly than the eflSgies themselves, 
the discrepancy is accounted for by the time which intervened 
till Cecily accomplished the sacred charge she doubtless received 
from the Lady Elizabeth to execute. And the effigies would 
with reason appear in earlier style than the date of Cecily 
Bonville, seeing whom they commemorated. 

But though the Tomb question seems fairly settled, we would 
wish, while we have the matter in hand, and the ancient records 
searched out and ready, if it were only to interest the Porlock 
of 1 882, to speak more at large on the connection of John, 4th 
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Baron Harington, with their parish, not only by his Tomb, but 
also by his chantry foundation, and his benefaction which " lang 
syne'' aided their poor. 

We have seen his original desire in his Will. But, ac- 
cording to the Record 14th Edward IV., 1474,* his wishes were 
not honoured and executed till two years after the death of his 
widow. It is important to note the addition of names now 
made to those for whom he originally desired prayers should be 
oflfered. These were at first t only himself and ancestors, but 
now, in 1474, the petitioners for the "licence to found'' have 
caused all these names to be inserted for the benefit of the 
chantry prayers : — John Harington and his Wife (the founders), 
his Father and Mother (Robert and Isabel), Lord Bonville 
(second husband of the founder's wife, and great grandfather of 
Cecily, Marchioness of Dorset), William Bonville, late Lord 
Harington (this was probably Cecily's father, her grandfather 
having probably a chantry at Chewton, in Somerset). If the 
Tomb was not erected through Cecily's influence, which we 
think it was, yet it would seem impossible to doubt that she 
obtained the establishment of the chantry; for none but she 
could thus desire prayers to be said for all the persons named in 
the licence — none else could feel the same blended interest in 
Harington and Bonville. 

But, according to the custom of those times, a monument 
was usually erected, in connection with a chantry, to the memory 
of its founders. May we not, then, in such a case as this, safely 
conclude that the splendid Tomb, now in the Church of St 
Dubricius at Poriock, was dedicated to the memory of the 
founders of the chantry — John Harington (1417), Elizabeth, 
his wife (1472)? 

I have digressed before, for historic interest's sake, on the 
biography of the great persons with whom we have come in 
contact. Allow me, then, in the case of Cecily Bonville, at 
whose date we are now arrived, to speak a little of her history. 
Let us recall her vast territorial wealth, her splendid lineage — 
born of Harington, Bonville, and Neville blood. Her mother, 
Katharine Neville; her father, William Bonville; her mother 
re-married to the fascinating William, Lord Hastings, K G.J: 

* See Appendix, Chantry series, No. 6. 
t See his Will, in the Appendix. 
:t: Beheaded by Richard III., 1483, and interred in the Chapel of St. Qeoi^, 
Windsor. 
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who, with her mother, had the custody of her infancy. She 
was to be of age at 16 ; and her hand was pledged, as an heiress 
worthy of such an elevated position, to the Queen's eldest son. 
Hear the recrimination between Edward IV. and his brothers, 
the Dukes of Clarence and Gloucester, who were to lose that 
heiress-prize, the Queen's son being preferred for her hand before 
them : — 

The latter Duke observes : 

** In your bride you bury brotherhood," 

and Clarence tauntingly adds : 

" Or else you would not have bestowed the heir 
Of the Lord Bonville on your new wife's son." 

Clarence had also previously* reproached the King for 
so favouring the Lord Chamberlain Hastings, that Edward 
his son was affianced with Royal sanction 

'' To the heir of the Lord Hungerford." 

This Edw^ard (son and heir of the above Lord Hastings, KG.,) 
was summoned to Purliaraent, 1482, as Lord Hungerford, in 
right of Mary, his wife, daughter and sole heir of Thomas, 
Baron Hungerford, Botreaux, Molyns, and Moels, executed at 
Salisbury, 1469. He wjis also restored to his pater )ial honours 
and estates by Henry VII., and died in 1507. His son, George, 
was created Earl of Huntingdon. 

From the time of Lord Bonville's death, in 1461, till the 
period of Elizabeth's decease, 1472, it is natural to conclude 
that the Dowager Lady Harington, and Katharine, Lady 
Hastings, would be anxious to carry out, in the noblest possible 
way, the wishes of Baron John Harington. The chantry 
founding was carried into effect in 1474, two years after the 
death of the aged Lady of Porlock, and possibly the Monument 
was erected in the chantry chapel shortly afterwards. 

The effigies (see Plate III.), as before observed, are typical of 
an earlier period than the canopy (see Plates L and VII.). 
Perhaps in the elaboration and ornate work of the latter the 
loving hand of Cecily, Marchioness of Doraet, may be dis- 
cerned ? She would naturally with tenderness remember, above 

* Shakspeare (third part "Henry VI.," Act iv., Scene 1). 



22 THE PORLOCK MONUMENTS. 

all others, the one kinswoman, left alone with herself in 1461 
to support the family griefs and perpetuate its memories and 
dignities, the aged Elizabeth, Lady Harington. 

AVhilst treating of the canopy work over the effigies I 
would observe that there is special pains taken to denote, as 
I believe, the lineage of the Lady Elizabeth (Couritenay) 
Harington, for in the spandrels of the canopy are several times 
repeated and emphasized in a very distinct manner, three tor- 
teanx (see Plates VII. and IX.), the primitive arms of the 
CouRTENAYS, and of the ancient Counts of Boulogne, Kings 
of Jerusalem, and Emperors of Constantinople, the Courte- 
NAYS sharing with them a common ancestry. The occurrence 
of these arms on the Tomb are of considerable importance in 
our question. 

Seeing that Elizabeth, Lady Harington, lived to so great 
an age, and passed through vicissitudes many, she would have 
both ample time and sufficient motive to make final arrangements 
afiecting her own last resting-place. The beautiful monuments 
abounding at that period (but most of which are now, alas ! lost 
for ever to lovers of mediaeval art by the wholesale destruction 
of i(!onoclasts, as well as by the ignorant indifference and neglect 
of later times) would suggest to Lady Harington, and to those 
who carried out her wishes, a fine artistic monument, on which 
she could be represented resting beside that chivalrous husband 
whom she lost in the pride of his manhood and the spring-tide 
of their wedded life. 

The splendid alabaster monument to Ralph, 1st Earl of 
Westmoreland, and his wives, in Staindrop Church, Co. Durham ; 
the Beauchamp Chapel at Warwick ; the magnificent monuments 
to the York Princes in the Conventual Church of Fotheringay, 
Northamptonshire (where Cecily, Duchess of York, Katha- 
rine Bonville's aunt, was buried by Richard Plantaoenet, 
Duke of York, slain at Wakefield) ; the Duke and Duchess of 
Somerset, in Wimborne Minster; Alice, Duchess of Suffi>lk, 
in Ewelme Church, Oxfordshire ; Sir William and Lady 
Vernon, at Tong, Salop ; Sir Humphrey and Lady Stafford, 
at Bromsgrove; Lord Bardolf and his Lady, at Dennington* — 
most of which belonged to Cecily's home circle, or to friends of 
her family, and some of which were designed about her own 
time — these would suggest to her mind a memorial consonant 
with her own associations. All these tombs were at once 
* See ''Note on Lord Bardolf," in Appendix. 
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tributes of honour to the departed, and were offerings of piety. 
They doubtless soothed the feelings of the survivors, who would 
often strive to emulate each other in perpetuating, by costly 
eifigies, the memory of their illustrious ancestors. 

It is truly grievous to reflect upon the number of beautiful 
works of art that were destroyed by the iconoclastic vandals 
of the 16th and following centuries, who gloried in their work 
of destruction, looking upon these relics of the past as super- 
stitious, and only deserving to be broken up and carted away, 
or sold for the value of the material For example, at Lether- 
ingham, Co. Suffolk, once the seat of Sir Robert Naunton, 
Secretary of State and Privy Councillor, temp. James L, in the 
priory (now the parochial) church, existed formerly ancient 
and curious monuments to the Boyvils, Wingfields, and 
Nauntons, familiar names associated with the days of chivalry 
and romance. "The churchwarden made a clearance of these 
stately monuments, selling the 'alabaster effigies, beaten into 
powder, to line {ie. cement) water cisterns' ! ! so that although, in 
1 768, these priceless monuments of mediaeval art were in fair 
condition, in 1780 they were reduced to a state of complete 
desolation and ruin."* 

I will cite another specimen of vandalism, mentioned in a 
Suffolk journal, dated January, 1648 : — "We broke 30 pictures, 
and desired 37 more to be taken down, also 40 cherubims to be 
taken down of wood, and the chancel to be levelled ; and we 
took up six inscriptions in brass. We broke 12 cherubims on 
the roof of the chancel, and nigh an hundred Jesus and Marias 
in capital letters, and the steps were levelled. And we broke 
down the organ cases and gave them to the poor."t 

* Vide « Vioiaaitudes of Families," Sir B. Bdrkb, p. 43(>. 

t " The scenes of devastation which took place during the Civil Wars in most of 
'* the cathedrals, and many other churches, are described m the * Mercurius Rusticus,' 
-' published in 1665. The journal of William Dowsmg, appointed a Parliamentary 
*^ commissioner for demolishing the superstitious pictures and ornaments of churches 
''within the county of Suffolk, in the years 1643 and 1644, is full of accounts of 
''fanatical acts of violence committed in as many as 150 churches and chapels within 
" that county. The following are extracts : — 

" 40. Mary's at the Tower, Jan. the 29th, we took up 6 Brass Inscriptions, with 
" ora pro nobis, and ora pro atumabus, and cujus aninus propitietur Deu$ ; and pray 
**for the scvlj in English ; and I gave orders to take down 5 iron crosses and one of 
^ wood on the steeple. 

" 46. Playfora, Jan. the 30th, we brake down 17 popish pictures, and took up 
" 2 8uper'«titious Inscriptions in Brass, and one ora pro nobis, and cujus animcs pro- 
^pitietur Dew, and a. 2nd pray /or the soul" 

Vide Bloxam'b " Monumental Architecture," p. 250. 
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By such language they proved that wholesale destruction 
was the subject of immense satisfaction to the barbarous 
men engaged in mutilating marvellous works of art, which, 
if they had left them to uSy we should view with loving appre- 
ciation. Such an one is the Tomb at Porlock, and we may 
feel thankful that it is left, although much changed. It 
must have had a most striking eiSect when first executed ; the 
coloured Illustrations (Plates VI. and IX.) give those colours 
which we know positively once existed ; and Mr. Roscoe Gibbs 
has assumed nothing, but has carefully endeavoured to restore 
the Monument as, assuredly, it once stood in the chantry 
chapeL 

It is indeed surprising that out of the general wieck and 
havoc made with these rare and beautiful works of monumental 
art, which I have already alluded to, there should be so many 
remaining, even as there now are, in remote country churches 
(besides those in our cathedrals). Yet the glories of some of 
them are almost unknown, or only known out of their localities, 
to a few of the most indefatigable antiquaries. 

The documents appended to this Treatise, which have not 
already been cited, and the pages I now add, are merely given 
to conclude the history of the chantry as a subject of general 
interest, and because the investigation of the history of the 
Tomb has brought these additional documents to my handa 

I am fully aware that they contribute but little more to the 
history of the Monument They touch it, however, by shewing 
that after the aera of Cecily, Marchioness of Dorset, neither the 
fortunes of the Greys (with which the Parish Church and 
chantry of Porlock became associated), nor the condition of the 
Church of England, whose endowments were fast becoming the 
prey of the despoiler, warrant any supposition that either the 
Tomb itself, or the canopy over it, ever received any further 
embellishments or additions In short, no other Knight and 
Lady can be found, on tracing all along the history of Porlock, 
with whose biographies the special characteristics of the Tomb 
and the associations of the Manor so entirely accord and fit in 
as with John, 4th Baron Harington, and the Lady Elizabeth, 
his wife. 

The following pages give a brief sketch of the concluding 
history of the chantry, prepared specially for this work by 
Mr. G. H. Overend, the materials from which it is compiled 
being described in the Schedule prefixed thereto. 
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SCHEDULE. 



No. 1. — An Act decreeing that the First Fruits of all ecclesiastical 
benefices &c., and a tenth of their yearly value, should be paid to the 
King. 

No. 2. — A return of the yearly value of the Monastery of Clyve [Cleeve] 
made for the purpose of assessing this tenth, one of the items being a pen- 
sion of 10«. from Porlock Chantry, which, after the dissolution of the 
Monastery, was paid to the King. 

No. «S. — A return made by the Commissioners appointed under the Act, 
shewing the yearly value of Porlock chantry ; also made to assess the tenth. 

No. 4.^- An Act dissolving certain chantries where fraudulent leases had 
been made and other illegal practices had taken place, and confiscating their 
possessions, but not affecting Porlock except as regards a visit from the 
Commissioners appointed under ther Act to carry out the following clause : 

No. 5. — A clause in the. cbmntTsdipns un4or the Act, directing lists to be 
made of the goods of al]:^|^ftll4s (authority for this not found in the Act). 

No. 6. — Inventory of Porlock, made in accordance with this clause. 

No. 7. — Extract from Canon J^iAQs' .:work on Lancashire chantries, 
shewing that chantry land#dt thi^ tiniie were in some cases re-entered upon 
by members of the families of the founders. ^^ 

No. 8. — Licence to Thomas, -Lord Orey, to resume possession of the 
chantry lands. 

No. 9. — ^Act of Edward YI., suppressing the remaining chantries. 

No. 1 0. — ^Eetum of the Commissioners appointed under the Act, giving 
the value of the possessions of Porlock. 

No. 11. — ^Extracts from Ministers' Accounts relating to Porlock. They 
shew that the chantry was held by Lord Orey. 

No. 12. — ^Extract from the Student's Hume to show that Lord Grey's 
possessions were confiscated for rebellion. 

No. 13. — Further extracts from Ministers' Accounts, &c., shewing that 
Lord Orey had, before his attainder, leased part of the chantry lands to one 
George Kelley, and had sold the remainder to Thomas Williams. Dispute 
between Kelley and the Exchequer officers concerning the rent due on his 
portion of the lands. 

'No. 14. — Qrant by Queen Elizabeth to William Stoning of a lease of the 
lands held by Kelley, whose title Stoning alleged to be invalid and void. 

No. 15. — Ghrant of the ehantrtes of Porlock to the nominees of Lord 
Wentworth (apparently not acted upon). 

No. 16. — Surrender of Stoning's grant and new lease made to him. 

No. 17. — Second surrender of Stoning's gprant and new lease made to 
Jolin Amery and his daughters. 

No. 18. — ^Bemarks upon the number of chantries at Porlock. 

c 
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In 1534, the quarrel between Henry VIII. and the Pope having 
become irreconcilable, an Act of Parliament* was passed for the 
payment of First Fruits and Tenths to the Crown. By it the first 
fruits, revenues, and profits, of every bishopric, monastery, parsonage, 
chantry, or other benefice, dignity, or spiritual promotion, in the 
realm, to which any person should be presented or appointed, were, 
for one year after such presentation, to belong to the King, and a 
grant was also made to him of a yearly tenth of the value of such 
spiritual livings and promotions. 

Commissioners were to be appointed to enquire as to the value of 
the benefices, &c., in every diocese, and the result of their labours is 
the record known as the Valor Ecclesiasticus.t The following de- 
ductions were to be allowed, in returning the value of the livings : — 
** The rentes resolute to the Chief Lordes, and all other annuell and per- 
** petuall rentes and charges, whiche any spirituall person or persones 
** ben bounden yejely to paie to any person or persones, to ther heires 
** or successours for ever, or to give yerely yn almes by reason of any 
**foundacyon or ordynaunce, and all fees for stewardes, receyvours, 
** baylyjBfes, and auditours, and synodes and proxis." 

Pursuant to the Act a return J was made setting forth the yearly 
value of all manors, lands, oblations, pensions, &c., belonging to the 
Monastery of the Blessed Mary of Clyve, or Cliff, and was delivered 
to the King's officers in April, 27th Henry VIH., by William Dovell, 
then abbot. One of the items in his account — an annual pension 
received from the Chantry of Porlock — is one of the deductions 
allowed in the return for that place. In the following year, the 
Monastery having been dissolved, this pension was, with the other 
revenues of the house, received by the officers of the Court of 
Exchequer.!! 

In the Commissioners' return for Porlock (27th Henry VIII.), 
the rectory, then in the possession of Eobert Brok, was valued at 
i!19. 148. 6d>., of which, after making all deductions, there remained 
clear £18. lis, 6d. The gross value of the chantries — for two are 
mentioned — is i*23. 16s. Id., rather more than that of the rectory ; 
but as greater deductions had to be allowed, the clear yearly value, 
418. 2s. 6d., is somewhat less. 



26th Henry VII L, c 3. t Printed by the Record Commissionera. 

X Ex. T. R., County Bags, Somerset ; Bag of Miscellanea, No. 1. 
II Dugdale's " Monasticon," Vol. V., p. 734. 
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The following is a translation of the return for the chantries : — 

Oross value, 

<< Wilham England and Robert Laurans chantrj priests there. 
** Two cbantriea there, by the year, yisL, in rents of assize as well 
''of the free as of the customary tenants in Uggeburgh, £20. 4$. Id.; 
<*and in the rent of one tenement with the appurtenances in Dover- 
'^hayes, 624,; perquisites of court, lOs. 

Ikdudions. 

** In the fee of John Gylbert, steward there, 13«. 4dL ; in alms 
*' distributed to divers |K)or persons by the foundation of John 
" Haryngton, Knight, £4. 6s, Sd. annually ; and paid to the rector of 
" Porlock for a pension, 28, 6d.; and paid to the lord of Luccomb for ^ ll'Ss. 7d. 
''a chief rent, by the year, Sd.; to the abbot of Cleve for procura- 
"tions and visitation of the same chantries, lOs.; and paid for rent 
"to our lord the King, by the year, 5d, 

''And there remains clear £18. 28. 6d. 

"The tenth thereoe 36s. 3d. 

In 1545 another Act* affecting chantries was passed. It com- 
mences by stating that their possessions had been misapplied in 
various ways, that in many cases the founders and donors, and 
persons pretending to be such, and in some instances the priests or 
wardens, had entered upon the lands, &c., belonging to the chantries, 
and converted the profits thereof to their own use. Where such 
fraudulent practices had taken place, the chantries were pronounced 
dissolved, and their possessions forfeited to the King. By direction 
of the statute. Commissioners were appointed to certify the names of 
the chantries and their founders, with the objects of their establish- 
ment, and to enquire what lands, &c., they were possessed of, with 
the yearly value of the same. 

The following clause f was also inserted in the instructions to the 
gentlemen nominated for this purpose : — 

** And to th' inteute the plate, jewelles, ornamentes, goodes, and cattalles of the 
**8eid chauntries, hospytalles, and other the seid promocyons, by the maisters, 
"goyemers, mynysters, and incumbentes of the sayme, shuld not be waystyd, 
« spoyled, or otherwise imbeseyled, but that the sayme shulde remayne to soche 
''godlye intentes and purposes, as we shall hereafter appoynt for the same, Our 
" wyll and pleasure is, that you our seid Commyssyoners, fy ve, fowre, or thre of you, 
^ shall make severall inventories indentyd betwene you, five, fowre, or thre of you, 
''and the maisters, rulers, governers, or incumbentes of the seid chauntries, 
'' hospitalles, and other the seid promocyons, of all the plate, jewelles, ornamentes, 

* 37th Henry VIII., c. 4. 
f Taken from the Commission for the Counties Palatine of Lancaster and 
Chester, printed in Raines' ^ Lancashire Chantries," Vol. L, p. 5. 
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'^goodes, and cattalles, mereley perteyuyng or belongyng to any of the seid 
*< chauDtries, hospytalles, and other the seid promocyons, and thereupon to gyve 
'* charge and commandment, in our name, to the seid maisters, rulers, governera, 
<< mynysters, and incumbentes of the seid chauntries, hospytalles, and other the seid 
^ promocyons, safelye to kepe and preserve the sayme, uutyll our further pleasure 
^ and commaundment be knowne in that behalfe." 

The inventory* for Porlock is as follows : — 

" This Inventory indentid made the xvij*** day of Marohe, yn the xrxvij*** yere 
** of the reigne of cure Sovereigne Lord Kyng Henry the viij^i^ &a, bitwene Sir Qiles 
*' Strangwayes, Knyght, Thomas Denton and Roger Kynsey, gentlemen, Com- 
" myasioners appoyuted for the survey of all chauntereys, fre chapelles, and other 
^ spirituall promotions yn the Countie of Somers, assigned to cure seid Sovereigne 
** Lord the Kynges Ma*^"" dispocition, by an Acte of Parliament made in the xxzvij^** 
*'yere of his noble reigno, of the one partie, and Sir Robert Laurence, chaunterey 
*' priest of cure Lady Chaunterey yn Porlock, of the other partie, witnessith, that 
" their was remaynyng yn the custodye of the seid Chaunterey priest at the makyng 
^ herof, suche goodes and omameutes as herafber foluwith : that is to say, 

<* Furst a chalys of sylver parcell gyltid valewid at xU. 

" Item, a payre of vestymentes of olde blew satyng valewid at iiij«. 

*' Item, a olde cope of black damaske valewid at iij«. 

" Item, a olde payre of vestymentes valewid at ij«. 

" Item, ij olde tome whytt copes valewid at ij«. 

" Item, a payre of lattyng caiidelstyckes valewid at xvjuf. 

" Item, iiij aulter clothes valewid at i\)d, 
"Summaliij*. iiijrf. 

^Al] which goodes and ornamentes aboveseid the seid Commysniouers have 
"delyvered unto the seid chaunterey priest, and have straitly commaundid hym 
" saffely to kepe the same. In witnes wherof to the one parte of this Inventory 
^ indcntyd remaynyng with the seid Commyssioners the seid chaunterey priest hath 
'* sette his scale and subscribid his name, and to the other parte of this seid Inven- 
** tory indentyd remaynyng with the seid chaunterey priest the seid Commyssiouera 
" have sette their scales the daye and yere above writeu. 

** By me Robert Laurens priesL L.S. 

[Endorsed] " Porlok. 

^Inveutorium ij cantariarum ibidem." 

Canon Baines, in bis admirable work on Lancasbire Chantries, in 
quoting this commission of Henry VIII., says that ** instances occur 
'' of sagacious and bold individuals, who, foreseeing the approaching 
*' storm, resumed the endowments of tbeir ancestors, and thus antici- 
''pated and defeated tbe spoliation of tbe King. If tbe authority 
'' exercised was illegal, it seems, at least in some cases, to bave been 
''successful." Apprehensions of further confiscations appear to bave 
been entertained by tbe patron of Porlock, tbe Marquis of Dorset. 
Though tbe chantry bad, with tbe exception of tbe visit of tbe Com- 

"^ Exchequer Q. R., Church Goods, Somerset, Bundle 8, No. 23 6. 
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missioners, escaped molestation under this statute, yet he seems to 
have expected stronger measures, and steps were taken to empower 
his brother, Lord Grey, to enter upon the lands belonging to it. He 
was, however, probably owing to his high position and kinship with 
the King, enabled to resume possession with all necessary legal 
formaUties. 

On the 15th July, let Edward VI. (a.d. 1547), the royal licence* 
was granted to Robert Laurence and John WoUok, clerks, chaplains 
of the Perpetual Chantry of John, Lord Harington, and Elizabeth, his 
wife, in the Parish Church of Porlock, that they or their successors 
might give and grant to Sir Thomas Grey, Knight, Lord Grey, the 
brother of the Eang's dearest cousin, Henry, Marquis of Dorset, the 
said chantry of Porlock, and all manors, messuages, lands, &c., 
belonging to the same, situated in the counties of Devon and 
Somerset, or elsewhere ; the grantee to hold the premises for ever, 
upop payment of an annual rent! of thirty-six shillings and three 
pence, every Christmas, to the King's use, at the Court of First 
Fruits and Tenths. By the same document, licence was also given 
to the Marquis of Dorset, and to all founders, donors, and patrons of 
the chantry, that they might ratify and confirm this grant ; and to 
the grantee, that he should hold the said lands, &c., notwithstanding 
they had been conferred upon the chaplains of the chantry to celebrate 
masses or perform other like services. 

The deed I of conveyance executed under this licence appears to 
have been signed immediately afterwards. 

In the Parliament which opened on the 4th November following 
the date of the licence, an Act § was passed dealing with the remaining 
chantries. The preamble to it states that considering ''that a 
''greate parte of superstition and errors in Christian religion hath 
'' byn brought into the myndes and estimation of men, by reasone of 
''the ignoraunce of their verie trewe and perfect salvation throughe 
** the deathe of Jesus Christ, and by devising and phantasinge vayne 
''opynions of Purgatorye and Masses satisfactorye to be done for 
''them which be departed, the which doctryne and vayn opynion 
'' by nothing more is mayntayned and upholden then by the abuse 
** of trentalls, chauntries, and other provisions for the contynaunce 
''of the saide blyndness and ignoraunce, and further considering that 
"the alteration, chaunge, and amendement of the same, and con- 

* Patent Roll, Ist Edward VI., part 6, m. 5 (36). 

t Due to the Crown under the Act of First Fruits and Tenths of 26th Henry VIII. 

t Ex. L. T. R, Memoranda Roll, 9th Elizabeth, Easter, m. 6. 

§ 1st Edward VI., c. 14. 
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'* verting to good and godlie uses, as in erecting of Oramer Scoles 
''to the education of youthe in vertue and godlinesse, the farther 
'' augmenting of the Universities, and better provision for the poore 
''and nedye/' should be committed to the King, all colleges, free 
chapels, and chantries, existing at any time within five years pre- 
ceding the present Parliament, and not in the actual possession of 
the late or the present King, were declared to belong to the Grown, 
with all their lands and revenues. Commissioners were to be ap- 
pointed, who were to make certificate into the Court of Augmentations 
of all manors, lands, &c., assigned to the said uses, which were to be 
placed under the control of the Court, and their revenues received by 
its officers for the King's use. 

The following* is a copy of the return for Porlock : — 

"No. 56. Porlocke. 

" Too Chauatries foundyd within the paryshe churche thcr, ar yerely wourthe 
<* in landes, tenements, and hereditaments, in the tenure uf sondery persones as maje 
^ appere particulerly more at large by the rentall of the same, zxiij^il vj«. ij</., wherof 
" in rents resolute paide yerely to soudery persones, xvj«. ixd 06. And so remayneth 
" clere xxij/i. ix«. liijcL ob, 

** Plate and Ornaments. 
" A Chalice of Silver guilte, xiijos. di, 
" Ornamentes praysed at viij«. 

" Ther is but one incumbent ther, whose name is Roberte Laurence, clerke, 
<*havinge no certayne stipend, for that he hathe (as he sayethe) resigned the saide 
^ Chauntrie to the Lorde Marques Dorset a yere past and more. 

"The underwoodes and copses belonging to the saide Chauntries contayue 
"xxtte acres, praysed to be wourthe every acre vj«. viijei^., — vj^i. xiij«. iiij(i, wherof 
"was wonte to be soldo and cut dowue yerely ij. acres. 

" Memofd- Ther was distributed yerely to too poore men remaynyug ther by 
** the fundation of the saide Chauntries, viz. to either of theym by the weke vijei., — 
" IxA viijflL 

" To a clerke serving in the saide ij. Chauntries by the fundation, yerely for his 
'^ stipend or wages, liij«. iiijd. 

" To the poore people ther yerely, in breade and drinke in the time of the 
" anniversarie kept for the founders, xiiij«. 

" Lyghts foundyd within the same paryshe Churche ar yerely wourthe in one 
" howse ther, nowe in the tenure and occupying of John Qoulde, junior, iiij«. 

" Goodes and cattail gyven to the mayntenaunce of obits within the sayde 
" paryshe churche, videlicet, 

" Certayne housholde stu£fe remaynyng in the custody of sondery persones 
" praysed at xlv«. iiijc^ And one kowe remaynyng in the custody of Petre 
"Torre, praysed at xiij«. iiijrf., — ^Iviij* viijrf. 

"Memo»^ The personage ther is of the yerely value of xviij^i'. wherof Roberte 
" Broke, clerke, is nowe incumbent 

" Partakers of the Lordes holy sooper ther, oclx. persones." 

'•' Aug. Certs, of Colleges and Chantries, Somerset, Roll 42, No. 56. 



Plate VII. 




THE EAST FACE OF THE CANOPY. 



THB MEW YORK 
PUBLIC LIIRART 



A8TOR. LENOX AMB 

TILDEN FOUNDATIONS 

R L 



THE PORLOCK MONUMENTS. 31 

As this Act was retrospective, and Porlock Chantry had been in 
existence less than four months before the commencement of the 
Parliament in which it was passed, its possessions would at once have 
been vested in the King, had it not been for a clause whereby it was 
enacted, that all letters patent made by the late or the present King, 
or hereafter to be made by the present King, to any person, of any of 
the said chantries, &c., or of any lands belonging to the same, and all 
grants and conveyances thereof made by the assent or licence, under 
the Great Seal of England, of the late or the present King, to any 
person or persons, by any chantry priest, warden, &c., were to be 
good and effectual in the law, and available as well against the King, 
his heirs and successors, as against the chantry priests and their 
successors, and the founders, donors, and patrons of the same 
chantries. 

Notwithstanding that this clause would act as a confirmation of 
Lord Grey's title to the lands of the chantry, the officers of the Court 
of Augmentations, to whom the custody of such lands was committed 
by the Act, included them, with others of similar religious founda- 
tions, in the rolls of accounts* of rents, &c., charged upon their 
collector for the Deanery of Dunster, the ecclesiastical district in 
which Porlock was situated. The collector returned that the chantries 
(two being mentioned) were claimed, under Letters Patent of the 
King, by Lord Grey, who had received the rents belonging to them ; 
as, however, his lordship had not produced his grant in evidence and 
obtained a discharge, the amount was again inserted upon the roll of 
the following year, but only to be answered to by the accountant with 
the same excuse in the '^ Super.'* This mode of entry continued 
throughout the reign of Edward YI. 

In 1552, the declining state of the young King's health having 
encouraged, in the Duke of Northumberland, hopes of obtaining a 
more ample and assured control over the affairs of the kingdom than 
he had hitherto exercised, he set about devising a scheme to further 
his ambitious desires. **Het endeavoured to persuade Edward to 
** deprive his two sisters of the succession, on the ground of illegiti- 
''macy. He represented that the certain consequence of his sister 
** Mary's succession, or that of the Queen of Scots, was the re- 
** establishment of the usurpation and idolatry of the Church of 
''Rome; that though the Lady Elizabeth was liable to no such 
''objection, her exclusion must follow that of her elder sister; that 

"^ MiDisterts' Accounts, Ist & 2Dd Edward VI^ No. 44, and Rolls of subsequent 
years. See the account printed in the Appendix for explanation of ^charge" and 
"super." t The Student's Hume. 



32 THE PORLOCK MONUMENTS. 

"when these princesses were excluded by such solid reasons, the 
" succession devolved upon the Marchioness of Dorset, elder daughter 
" of the French Queen and the Duke of Suffolk ; that the next heir of 
" the Marchioness was the Lady Jane Grey,* a lady every way worthy 
" of a crown ; and that, even if her title by blood were doubtful, which 
" there was no just reason to pretend, the King was possessed of the 
" same power that his father enjoyed, and might leave her the Crown 
"by Letters Patent. Finding that his arguments were likely to 
" operate on the King, he began to prepare the other parts of his 
"scheme. The Dukedom of Suffolk being extinct, the Marquis of 
" Dorset was raised to this title ; and the new Duke of Suffolk and 
"the Duchess were persuaded by Northumberland to give their 
" daughter, the Lady Jane, in marriage to his fourth son, the Lord 
" Guilford Dudley. After this settlement was made Edward visibly 
"declined every day," and at length expired at Greenwich on the 
6th July, 1553. 

Mary having succeeded to the throne without a struggle, and 
Northumberland's plot having failed, he, together with the Duke of 
Suffolk, Lady Jane Grey, Lord Dudley, and several of their sup- 
porters, were committed to prison. Northumberland and some others 
were tried and executed, and sentences of death were pronounced 
against Lady Jane Grey and Lord Dudley, but not carried into effect. 
Suffolk was pardoned ; but, shorthr afterwards, having been induced 
to engage in Wyatt's insurrection against the marriage of Mary with 
King Philip, he was taken, condemned, and executed. His action 
proved fatal to Lady Jane Grey and her husband ; the deferred sen- 
tence was carried out, and they were beheaded on 12th February, 1664. 

According to Dugdale, Thomas, Lord Grey, was the cause of his 
brother Suffolk taking part in this rebellion; he otherwise having 
been undecided and irresolute. Being tried and found guilty, he was 
beheaded on the 7th April following, his possessions becoming for- 
feited to the Grown, and with them all title he had to the lands of 
the chantry of Porlock. 

* Mary, seoond daughter of Henry VIL, 

bora 1498, died 1533. 

Married (1) Louis XIL, of France ; 

(2) Charles Brandon, Duke of Suffolk. 

Frances (eldest daughter by the latter husband), 
married Henry Qrey, Marquis of Dorset 

Lady Jane Grey, 
bora 1537. 
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Ajb he had not yet produced his Letters Patent, the chantry lands 
were still entered upon the Ministers' Accounts, with the same excuse ' 
from the collector in the " super.'* The net value of the lands is set 
down in this part of the account at £22. 98. 4id. per annum. 

Even after his death, the Exchequer oJQScers pursued the same 
system of entry, the "super" for the year, 4th & 5th-5th & 6th Philip 
and Mary,* being for 6i years ended at Michaelmas, 1st & 2nd Philip 
and Mary, charged upon Thomas, Lord Grey, late attainted of felony; 
the three years following his execution, and the current year, being 
charged upon the tenants or occupiers of the chantry lands. 

The explanation of these entries is to be found in the fact that 
immediately after the conveyance made to him by the priests, Lord 
Grey had parted + with his interest in the chantry lands. Those 
sitoated in the parishes of Porlock and Luccombe he had leased on 
27th April, 1548, to George Kelley, for the term of 95 years; and by a 
deed of bargain and sale had conveyed the manor of Ugborough — the 
most valuable of the possessions of the chantry — to Thomas Williams. 

In the BoU for 8rd A 4th Elizabeth,! there is the entry as before for 
Porlock, in the charge upon the accountant, and in the ** super" are 
the arrears of 6 J years charged upon Lord Grey ; for the seven years 
since his death and for the current year, Kelley, his lessee, is held 
responsible. The net yearly value of the lands is now estimated at 
£28. 28. 4^. 

Three years later, the arrears charged upon Kelley having 
amounted at this valuation to £254. 6«. Hd., he disputed§ his liability 
to pay, and alleged that the charge was excessive, he having a lease 
of but a small portion of the chantry lands. He referred to an 
inquisition enrolled on L. T. R., Memoranda Roll, 4th & 5th Philip 
and Mary, Michaelmas, m. 105, whereby it appeared that the lands 
in Mb possession were worth only £Q. Is, Sd, a year. After the pro- 
duction of other evidence, the proceedings terminated in his favour, 
judgment being given that he and the collector should be discharged 
of the said sum of £23. 2«. 4id. per annum and the arrears thereof. 

Kelley was not, however, to escape so easily. Though exempted 
from the payment of this sum, he was charged with the rent he had 
agreed to pay Lord Grey, and which would become due to the Crown 
in consequence of that nobleman's attainder. Lord Grey had most 
probably received this rent until the time of his execution ; but the 

* Ministers' Accounts, 4th & 5tb-5th & 6th Philip and Mary, No. 31. 
t Ex. L. T. K, Memoranda Eoll, 9th Elizabeth, Easter, m. 6. 

t Ministers* Accounts, 3rd & 4th Elizabeth, No. 32. 

§ El L. T. R, Memoranda Roll, 9th Elizabeth, Easter, m. 6. 

D 
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Grown officers made certain upon that point, for in the Boll for 12th 
and 13th Elizabeth* they charged Kelley not only with the arrears 
for the sixteen years since that event, but also with the 6^ years 
which had elapsed between the making of the conveyance by the 
priests to Lord Grey and his beheading, 22J years at 71s. a year. 

This rent is made up of two parts — 5«. a year for the rent of the 
mansion-house of the chantry with a garden, and 66^. (an error for 
61«.) covenanted by Kelley to be paid to Lord Grey, of which latter 
sum 4^. a year only was for rent, he having agreed to pay the 
remaining 60s. 8d., to be divided between two poor persons every 
Michaelmas in the Parish Ghurch of Porlock. This error as to the 
amount of the rent is corrected in a subsequent account — ^that for 
20th & 21st Elizabeth! — where the total is 61s. for the year, 60s. 6d. 
of it being allowed for the payments to the poor in the church. | 

In this last mentioned account there is nothing in the " super " 
relating to Porlock, so the difficulty with Kelley may be presumed to 
have been satisfactorily settled. 

Three years later, in 1572, one William Stoning, one of the race 
of informers so numerous in Elizabeth's reign, discovered that a 
lease, bearing date 27th April, 1548, made, or supposed to be made, 
by Lord Grey to George Kelley, for the term of 95 years, of certain 
lands in the parishes of Porlock and Luccombe, formerly belonging 
to the chantry of Porlock, was void and of no eflFect. He thereupon 
applied for and obtained a lease§ of these lands for himself; the grant 
being made out for the term of twenty one years, and at the annual 
rent of 66s. 8d. The mines and quarries on the premises were 
reserved to the Crown, as also were the timber and other trees; 
Stoning, however, was to have what was necessary for repairs, and 
also " howsboote, hedgboote, fyerboote, ploughboote, and carteboote." 

In 1570, Sir Thomas Wentworth, Lord Wentworth, had obtained 
one of the indefinite grants, so common in those times, of all lord- 
ships, manors, messuages, &c., concealed or unjustly withheld from 
the Crown, and which ought to have come into its possession, by 

*^ Ministers' Accounts, 12th & 13tb Elizabeth, No. 31. 
f Ministers' Accounts, 20th & 21st Elizabeth, No. 31. 

X This payment is referred to in the Certificate of the CommissioDera of 
Edward VI., where it is assessed at the same amount. In this document there is 
also a payment of 14«. yearly for bread and wine on the anniversary of the founders ; 
but even these two sums taken together do not equal the amount returned iu the 
Valor Ecclesiasticus as being distributed yearly in alms by the foundation of Sir 
John llarington. 

§ Aug. Transcripts of Iieases, 16th Elizabeth, No. 77. 
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reason of any Act of Parliament (such as those dissolving monasteries 
and chantries), or any forfeiture, attainder, or outlawry. By virtue 
of this grant, Letters Patent* were, on 27th July, 1683, at the petition 
of Lord Wentworth, made out to his nominees, Theophilus Adams, 
of London, gentleman, and Bobert Adams, citizen and grocer, of 
London, granting to them, inter aliuy the tivo chantries at Porlock, 
with all lands belonging to them or either of them, to be held to the 
use of the said Theophilus and Bobert, and the heirs of the said 
Theophilus, for ever, at the annual rent of ISs. id. 

It does not appear upon what grounds Lord Wentworth laid claim 
to the chantries, whether as belonging to the Grown, in consequence 
of the statute of Ist Edward YL, or as having formed part of the 
possessions of Lord Grey, a rebel attainted. Upon whichever ground 
he founded his title,! the grant does not seem to have been acted 
upon, and it was probably made in ignorance of that to Stoning. 

Shortly afterwards the latter, either because he had doubts as to 
his ability to defend his title, received eleven years before, and wishing 
to have it confirmed, or simply through a desire to extend his term, 
surrendered his lease to the Queen, and obtained a new one! on 80th 
April, 1584, for a further term of twenty one years from the Lady-day 
last past. 

He did not long retain his interest in this second lease, as in 
1696 it was in the possession of one John Amery, by whom it was sur- 
rendered, to the intent that a new one should be made to him, John 
Amery, for the term of his life, with remainder to Helen and Mary 
Amery, his daughters, for the terms of their lives respectively. This 
grant§ was made upon 24th May, 38th Elizabeth (a.d. 1696); the 
yearly rent being the same as in Stoning's lease, and in addition 408. 
was to be paid to the Crown, as a heriot, upon the death of each of 
the three grantees. It also contained the same reservations as to 
mines and timber. 

* Patent Roll, 25th Elizabeth, part 4, m. 7 and 10. 

f The grant may have been made in consequence of the entries on the BolU of 
accounts of the King's revenues already referred to, where the collector was in- 
structed to receive the rents of the cbautry lands, though at the time they were 
in private hands. An informer making a hasty search for concealed lands might 
have been led to infer that Lord Grey^s title was invalid, as he had not produced 
his Letters Patent and obtained a discharge. 

X Aug. Ti-anscripts of Jjeases, 26th Elizabeth, No. 162, and Ministers' Accounts, 
33rd & 34th Elizabeth, No. 32. Possibly Stoning had first compounded with Lord 
Wentworth's assignees to be secured from molestation in his title. 

§ Aug. Transcripts of Leases, 38th Elizabeth, No. 99, Ministers' Accounts, 
43rd & 44th Elizabeth, No. 32, and Ministers' Accounts, 2l8t & 22ud James I., No. 2& 
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How it is that in some doouments two chantries are named, and 
only one in others, is not clear. Only one licence of foundation has 
been discovered, though this in itself is by no means a proof that 
there was not a second chantry. The first document in which two 
are mentioned is the Valor Ecclesiasticus of 27th Henry VIII., but it 
should be noted that in it the name of only one founder occurs, that 
of Sir John Harington, Knight, in the payment of alms. The next 
document in order of date is the list of church goods of Porlock. 
Though this is endorsed " Inventory of two chantries there," in the 
document itself reference is made but to one, called ''Oure Lady 
Chaunterey," which is the title of that founded by Lord Harington. 
This chantry is moreover the only one referred to in the licence of 
alienation granted to the chaplains in 1st Edward VI. 

In the return of the Chantry Commissioners, made in the same 
year, notwithstanding the statement that there are two chantries at 
Porlock, only one is mentioned in alluding to the resignation of the 
living by the incumbent, and reference is made to only one foundation 
and one " anniversarie kept for the founders.*' 

Though there are but two references to two chantries prior to the 
final suppression of these foundations, in 1547, the earlier of the two 
being dated but twelve years before that event, even in so short a 
space of time as the twenty years following the resumption of the 
chantry lands by Lord Grey, the matter was regarded with un- 
certainty. From the record of the proceedings against EeUey, in 
1567, it appears that this was one of the questions before the Court. 
Eelley averred that there was but one, and this view was accepted by 
the Attorney-General, after having inspected, among other documents, 
the licence to found the chantry, dated 10th July, 14th Edward IV., 
and the indenture of foundation, dated 6th February, 15th Edward IV. 

Though this decision must be held correct, the Exchequer officers 
still continued the entry of two in their accounts, and it is not untU 
the latter half of the reign of Elizabeth that they begin to refer to 
one, which they style the chantry founded by John, Lord Harington, 
and Elizabeth, his wife. From this time until the end of the reign of 
James I. but one chantry is mentioned. 

If, as really seems to be the case, there was but one chantry, the 
mistake probably arose through there being two chantry priests or 
cantarists, though it is possible it may have been caused by the 
manner in which the chantry was always described, viz., the chantry 
of John, late Lord Harington, and Elizabeth, his wife ; two pemons 
being named, leading the officers of the Exchequer to infer that there 
were two foundations ; and we know, from the biographies of these 
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two persons already given, that one of them long survived the other, 
and that while Lord Harington desired to have the chantry founded, 
yet its actual establishment was probably due to some dying wishes 
of his widow expressed to her surviving relatives, that they would see 
the original intention of the Baron carried out to the pious memory 
of them both. The long survivorship of Elizabeth, Lady Harington, 
created, as it were, two seras in the chantry history, which may have 
led to the idea of two chantries. 



Monastery of 
Si. Mary of 
Cly? e, William 
I>ovell, Abbot 
there. 



Exchequer, Treasury of Receipt : County Baos, Somerset ; 
Bag of Miscellanea, No. 1. 

Deanery of Dunater, in oo. Somerset 
The entire and yearly Yalxte of all and singular lordships 
manors lands and tenements and other possessions whatso- 
ever together with the tithes oblations pensions portions and 
other profits as well spiritual as temporal to the said Monastery in any 
manner appertaining or belonging : delivered by the said William Dovell 
Abbot of the same Monastery in the month of April in the 27^^ year of 
the reign of King Henry the Eighth for the taxation of the tenth part of 
the aforesaid lordships manors lands and tenements and other the premises, 
according to the force form and effect of the Statute therefor lately enacted 
and provided to the use of the said Lord the King as in the same Statute it 
may more fully appear. 



TheChantiy I . . . , , , , . 

of Porloke u I A certain pension there yearly beyond reprises - - - - 10«. 

worth in - - I 



Patent Roll, Ist Edward VI., Part 6, m. 5 (36), 
(Translation.) 

The King to all to whom &c. greeting Know that we of our 
- special grace certain knowledge and mere motion And also 

by the assent and consent of our dearest uncle Edward Duke 
of Somerset Protector of our Elingdoms and Governor of our person and of 
others our Councillors have given and granted licence and by these presents 
do give and g^rant Hcence for us our heirs and successors as far as in us is 
to Bobert Laurence clerk and John WoUok clerk Chaplains of the Perpetual 



For Lord Qny 
Of the gnnt of 
a lioenoe to him 
and his heirs. 
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Ohantxy of the late Lord Haryngton and Elizabeth his wife in the parish 
church of Porlok in our county of Somerset by whatsover names the afore- 
said Chaplains and the aforesaid Chantry are known named called or 
deemed that they or their successors may give and grant to our beloved 
Thomas Grey knight Lord Grey brother of our most dear cousin Henry 
Marquis of Dorset the aforesaid Chantry and all and singular the manors 
messuages lands tenements rents revenues services advowsons rights and 
other hereditaments whatsoever with their appurtenances to the aforesaid 
Chantry belonging or in any manner appertaining to held known reputed 
or accepted as part parcel or member of the possessions and revenues 
of the aforesaid Chantry being as well within our counties of Dbtod 
and Somerset as elsewhere within our kingdom of England To have 
and to hold the aforesaid Chantry manors messuages lauds tenements 
and all and singular other the premises with their appurtenances to the 
aforesaid Thomas Gbrey his heirs and assigns for ever from the chief lords 
of that fee by the services therefor due and of right accustomed And 
rendering to us our heirs and successors from and for the aforesaid Chantiy 
manors messuages lands tenements and all and singular other the premises 
with their appurtenances above expressed and specified to the aforesaid 
Chantry belonging or appertaining thirty six shillings and three pence of 
good and lawful money of England to be paid every year at the Feast of 
the Nativity of our Lord at our Court of First Fruits and Tenths in the 
name of an annual rent or pension extending to the value of the tenth 
part of the premises from and for all rents tithes services and demands 
whatsoever therefor to us our heirs and successors in any manner to be 
rendered paid or done by authority of an Act of Parliament held (upon 
prorogation) at ^Vestminster on the third day of November in the twenty 
sixth year of the reign of the late King of famous memory Henry the 
Eighth our father and there continued and held until the eighteenth 
day of December then next following granted to the same late King Henry 
the Eighth our father and his heirs and successors Kings of the Kingdom 
of England And moreover of our further grace certain knowledge and 
mere motion for us our heirs and successors we have given and granted 
licence and by these presents do give and grant licence to our most dear 
cousin Henry Marquis of Dorset and also to all and singular the founders 
donors advocates and patrons of the premises or of any of them and to all 
others whom it concerns that they and any of them and any one of them 
as far as in him is may ratify approve and confirm the aforesaid gift and 
grant by the aforesaid Chaplains or their successors to be made or had in 
due manner and form And to the aforesaid Thomas Grey by the tenor of 
these presents we likewise have given and do give special licence that he 
may receive and hold to himself his heirs and assigns for ever by the 
rents and services as is aforesaid the aforesaid Chantry manors lands 
tenements and all and singular other the premises with their appurtenances 
and any parcel thereof from the aforesaid Chaplains or their successors 
and also the ratifications approbations and confirmations of gifts and grants 
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aforesaid as is aforesaid to be made or had by the aforesaid Marquis and the 
founders donors advocates and patrons aforesaid or others whom it may or 
shall concern Although the aforesaid Chantry manors messuages lands 
tenements and other the premises or any of them or any parcel of the same 
by us or any of our predecessors Kings of England or by any other person 
or persons whatsoever were heretofore given to or conferred upon the afore- 
said Chaplains or their predecessors to celebrate masses or other divine 
offices at the Chantries or Chantry or for alms or for doing or performing 
any other works of piety or charity And although the aforesaid manors 
messuages lands tenements and other the premises or any of them are or 
heretofore have been held from us »n eapite by military service or other- 
wise and without any writ of Ad quod damnum or Seire fadoA or any 
other writ process or inquisition of for or upon the premises or any of them 
to be sued forth made or taken We being unwilling that the aforesaid 
Marquis chaplains founders donors advocates or patrons or the persons 
aforesaid or any of them or their successors or the aforesaid Thomas Gbey 
his heirs or assigns by reason of the premises or of any of them may be 
therefor injured molested impeached or disturbed in any thing or any one 
of them may be injured molested or disturbed in any thing by us our heirs 
or successors or any of the Archbishops Bishops Archdeacons Justices 
Escheators Sheriffs Bailiffs or Ministers whatsoever of us our heirs or 
successors Although express mention &c. In witness whereof &c. Witness 
the King at Westminster the 15th day of July. 

By writ of Privy Seal &c. 



The following are extracts relating to Porlock, taken from the 
first roll of the ** Ministers* Accounts " of the revenues of dissolved 
chantries in the Deanery of Dunster and other districts, in the county 
of Somerset. The first entry in the account — that for the Chantry of 
St. Lawrence, in the parish church of Dunster — has also been taken, 
as it specifies the nature of the book referred to in the entry for 
Porlock. 

To show clearly the mode of making up these rolls, and to render 
intelligible the charge upon Lord Grey in the ** Super," the totals of 
each section of the document are given. 

The construction of the account, which is one of several upon the 
same roll, is as follows : — 

1. The heading stating that it is the account of John Cuffe, Collector in 

the Deaneries of Dunster, Bridgewater, and Pawlett. 

2. Entry that there are no arrears, as this is the first account. 

3. Entries forming the " Charge," of which two are for Porlock. These 

give the various sums the Collector is expected to account for to the 
Exchequer, with the lands, &c., from which they are due. The sum 
total of the charge is £130. 0«. 10^ 
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Of this only a very small portion is actually received by the 
Exchequer, the following entries shewing the deductions claimed by 
and allowed to the collector : — 

1. Bent charges or Bmts resolute. The total for the above-mentioned 

Deaneries is £6. 129. Od. 

2. Money paid by the Collector to various uses — to the late incumbents 

of the chantries &c. — the total amounting to i>60. 1 8«. T^d, 

3. Decayed rente, being loss uf rents through houses, &c., falling out of 

repair. There is no entry for Porlock in this part of the account. 
The total is 14«. Sd. 

The next entry is of Deliveries of moneys : that is, of such part of 
the rents, &c., included in the charge, as the collector has paid to the 
King's receiver, who in this case is John Aylworthe. This is really 
the only money the Exchequer receives, with the exception of those 
of the "Supers" which may happen to be recovered by process. The 
total is ^£85. 58. G^d. 

The total sum of these Allowances and Deliveries is £108. 10«. lOrf. 
Deducting this from the total of the charge, there remains £26. 10«. 0\d. 
Of this a further sum of £6. 2s. is discharged at the rendering of the 
account, leaving £20. 88. O^d. still unpaid and not allowed, to be 
recovered by process from the persons named in the " Super." 

In this part of this particular account there are four such persons, 
who are stated to have retained rents amounting in the whole to 
this sum, and the collector leaves it to the Exchequer officers to 
proceed against them for the collection of it. One of them is Lord 
Grey, who has retained the rents of Porlock, claiming them under 
Letters Patent of the King ; as, however, he had not shewn his title, 
the rents were inserted in the charge for the year. 

The whole of the charge being thus accounted for, either by 
allowances, deliveries of money, or the " Super," there are no arrears 
remaining. 

MmiSTEBs' Accounts, Ist and 2nd Edward YL, No. 44 
(Translation). 

Chantrt of St. Lawrence within the parish church of Dunster with others 
within the Deaneries of Dunster Bridgewater and Pawlbtt. 

Account of John Cuife occupying the office of Collector. 

Arrrare. — None, hecause it is the first account to the use of the Lord 
the King. 

Sum — none. 
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Rents and Farms \ But he answers for 9/. 8«. 4i. of the rents and {arma of 
of the Chantry of 



St, Latmrenee within 
the parish church of 
Dunster aforesaid. 



all the lands and tenements and other possessions what- 
soever appertaining to the Chantry of St. Lawrence 
aforesaid in several tenures payable yearly at the feasts 
of the Annunciation of the blessed Virgin Mary and of St. Michael the 
Archangel in equal portions, as in a certain Book of Surveys by William 
Morrys particular Surveyor of the lands of the Lord the King in the County 
of Somerset thereof made, wherein the names of those who hold the said 
lands and tenements are particularly noted and declared, it more fully 
appears. And so in such charge for two such feasts happening within the 
time of this Account as above 

8um^9l. 89. 4d. exd. 

[^Similar parliculars as to othsr ChantriesJ] 

efturehofPorloete, ) lands and tenements appertaining to the Chantries afore- 
said by the year payable at the feasts abovesaid as in the Book aforesaid it 
fully appears And so in such charge for the time aforesaid as above. 

Sum^2Sl. 69. 2d. exd. 

Lands "^vosses- \ And for 4«. of the rent of one house there in the tenure 
(]^*tMe and support o£ John Gbld junior by the year payable at the feasts 
m^C^nihaMe- \ ^'^^^^ ^ ^^ ^® ^^^ aforesaid it fuUy appears. 
said forever. And so in such charge for the time aforesaid as 

J above. 

Sum — is. exd. 

♦ **♦*##### 

Sum Total of the CHAmB—lSOl. Os. lO^d. 

Rents resolute. — ^The same accounts in rents resolute to divers Chief Lords 
underwritten, that is to say: 

*****♦#### 
To the Bector of the parish Church of Purloke 4^. out of the mansion 
house of the two Chantries within the parish church of Purloke ; To the 
same Bector 2s. 6d. for one acre of land there ; To John Arrundell Esquire 
of Trerise 7d. for lands in Purloke parcel of the Chantries aforesaid as of 
the price of 2 capons : [amounting] to Ss. d^d. by the year ; that is to say, 
in such allowance for one whole year ended at the feast of St. Michael the 
Archangel in the second year of the King that now is, Edward the Sixth, 
in the whole 38». exd. And in similar rents resolute to divers other persons 
underwritten issuing out of divers Chantries free Chapels and lands under- 
written, that is to say : 

♦ ♦**#####* 

8um—6L I2s. exd. 
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Diaeharge of mcneyn, — And in moneys here discharge to the use of the late 
incumbents of Chantries free chapels and other persons underwritten for 
half a year ended at the feast of Easter in the second year of the Lord the 
King that now is Edward the Sixth, that is to say : 

To the chantry priest or incumbent of the late two Chantries within the 
parish church of Porlocke 11/. 4<. %ld. To the Wardens of the parish 
church for lands there 29. 



as by the Book of Surreys aforesaid it more fully appears and is shewn. 
Which same sums were paid to the use and intent aforesaid for the aforesaid 
half year ended at the feast of Easter in the second year of the King that 
now is Edward the Sixth before they came to the hands of the said Lord 
the King and for that cause they are here discharged. — 60/. 18«. l^d. 
Sum— ^01 18«. l^d. exd. 



Decayed renU. — • 



• « • • 

• Sum—l'kB. %d. exd. 



Deliveries of moneys, — And in moneys delivered to John Aylworthe Esquire 
Eeceiver of the Lord the King there of the issues of his office this year 
by the acknowledgment of the said Receiver upon this Account before the 
Auditor only without a bill — 35/. 5s. S^d. exd. 

8umS5L 5s. 6}</. exd. 



Sum of the Allowances and Dblivkries—IOSI. lOs. ltd. exd. 
And he owes 26/. lOs. O^d. exd. Whereof there are discharged here 6/. 2s. 
$xd. ••«••••«« 

And he owes 20/. 8«. O^d. exd. 



Upon process. 



'SUPER^^ 



[Three persons , 
respectively.'] 
The Lord 



48«. 7K* 66«. llKi 



Whereof 

# # 

and eis. 9d. 



• Oroy, brother of the Lord Marquis of 
Dorset, for aU the moneys of the issue of all lands and 
tenements appertaining to the two Chantries of Porlocke, 
by him retained by colour of the letters patent of the 
Lord the King not yet seen : Therefore here charged upon 
him until the said letters patent be seen for discharge 

thereof 11/. 4#. 8}rf* 

The same Accountant of his own arrears this year - - Nothing. 



'^ This is the clear revenue of the chantry lands for the last half of the year ; 
the amount for the first half is accounted for by the payment to the priest in the 
" Discharge of moneys." 



Plate VI 1 1. 
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And now, the question of the Tomb having been examined, 
and Mr. Overend's abstract of the termination of the Chantry 
history being given, the time is come for me to take leave of 
my readers and of the subject which has so long occupied my 
thoughta I cannot do so without feeling an interest that 
Hngers by the theme, and which clings to the place that evokes 
such memories and such associations. 

Porlock, romantically situated near the sea, amidst the last 
spurs of Exmoor, is renowned for its proximity to the hunting 
meets of the "Devon and Somerset Stag-hounds." Perchance 
but few amongst the lovers of the chase, when riding through 
that quaint secluded village, have entertained a thought of the 
histories and tragic incidents which once befell its ancient lords. 

Many may love to recall the excitement of their first meet 
at Cloutsham, and the genial welcome given to all by the noble 
young Master of the Hunt ;* and long will be remembered 
that veteran of the field, the Rev. J. Russell — known to all, 
appreciated by alL 

The thoughts of others doubtless have often rested on the 
attractive sight of the fair ladies hastening up the steeps of 
Porlock hill in the bloom of health, and full of the coming 
pleasure of a " run " with the " Stars of the West " and their 
master, Mr. Nicholas Snow, one of the kindest of gentlemen 
and keenest of sportsmen. Surrounded thus by aU that is 
exciting to the feelings and agreeable to the eye, how few 
perhaps amongst this number have ever fully realized that the 
whole scene of their sport — Porlock, Brendon, Badgworthy — 
that romantic valley suggestive of daring deeds and robber 
exploits (as recorded in " Lorua Doone") — all have been con- 
secrated in the stern memories of English history. 

The remoteness of Porlock from the busy scenes of trade 
and manufactures has doubtless contributed in a remarkable 
degree t<^ preserve the normal simplicity of its inhabitanta 
The beautiful services of the Church, so ably conducted by the 
Rector, are soothing and elevating to their feelings ; and the 
villagers see embodied in the Rev. Walter and Mrs. Hook 
an unceasing anxiety for their spiritual welfare, for it forms 
most truly the leading motive that influences the life and the 
actions of their beloved pastor and his wife. 

These Manors were once the property, and consequently 

- Viscount Ebrington, m.p. 
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were once familiar with the living forms and presence of; the 
great Barons of England — the Haringtons of Aldingham, the 
Nevilles of Raby, the Courtenays, Eai-ls of Devon, the grim 
Lord BoNViLLE, his ill-fated son and grandson. The Ladies, too, 
of all these illustrious Houses (to whose roll of ancient names 
those of Grey and others might possibly be added) were wont 
in former days to wend their way to Porlock, returning with 
their Lords from Court, or hastening to greet them on their 
homeward road from foreign wars, sweeping along these tracks 
accompanied by princely retinues. 

Now, what a change — wrought by the lapse of time and the 
progress of civilization — has come to pass over the spirit of the 
scene ! The solitary tourist, or the keen but often much wearied 
sportsman, alone seeks rest in Porlock. Its romantic scenery 
and its central situation for the lovers of the chase may truly 
be termed its chief attractions 

Again, few of the names, even of the ancient and historic 
families of Somerset and Devon, survive the lapse of four 
centuries. Fewer still of their immediate posterity live near 
Porlock, or often pass that way. Luttrell, it is true, dwells as 
of yore in the historic and lordly castle at Dunster ; St hole V" 
abides at Hartland Abbey ; Fortescue, of illustrious descent, 
and of legal and historic fame, is seated at Castle Hill; Aoland, 
whose family has flourished in Devon since 1154, and whose 
ancestor. Sir John Acland, was the chief support of the Royalist 
cause in Devon in 1644, dwells at Holnicote, hard by Porlock; 
Walrond, of ancient lineage and honourable name, is still known 
in Somerset and in Devon. 

William Reginald Courtenay, 11th Earl of Devon, 
resides in the ancestral castle of Powderham, replete with 
historic associations of the days of chivalry and romance. 

With the exception of these name^, not many others could, 
I think, be added to the list of those who link the present to 
the past, who retain their ancient fame, or are known in any 
special service of the State. 

With these reflections, not uncongenial with the spirit of 
my theme, I now close my review of the memories of Porlock 
in ancient days, its Lords, its Ladies, its Chantries, and its 
Tombs. 
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NOTES TO THE ILLUSTRATIONS. 

BY BOSCOE GIBBS. 



PLATE I. 

In this Plate I have endeavoured to give an idea of the appear- 
ance of the Monument as it now stands, combining with it a few 
of the surroundings, that the reader may realise, to some extent, the 
leading characteristics of the Church. The present drawing is a 
reduction by photo-lithography of a larger one made before the 
removal of the parlour pew, which till recently abutted against the 
pillar, but is now replaced by open seats. With this exception, and 
that I have omitted in the Plate the iron rods which brace the end 
of the canopy with the east wall, the interior is shewn precisely 
as it was during 1880. The Church itself is exceedingly plain, the 
windows all assimilating in design to the one shewn in the view, 
except a small one on the north side, of later date, and the east 
window of the north aisle — a triplet of lancets without mouldings, 
apparently E.E. This triplet (now filled with stained glass by Mr. 
F. Drake, of Exeter, to the memory of the Bev. Silvanus Brown, 
a former rector of Porlock) is the only stained window the Church 
possesses, and it is happily a good one. The organ, partly shewn 
in the picture, and brought here from St. Peter Le Bailey Church, 
Oxford, is a sweet-toned instrument, but, like the Church itself, is 
very much out of repair ; it was given to the Church by the present 
rector, and within memory is the only one the building ever pos- 
sessed. The Easter tomb, described under Plate X., is seen beneath 
the open window. The general design of the canopied monument 
will be recognised as belonging to the latter part of the 16th cen- 
tury, the north face only differing from the south one in the trefoils 
enclosed by the circles in the spandrels being on the latter somewhat 
more acutely pointed. The east and west ends of the canopy evidently 
differed widely from each other in design ; the east end is given in 
Plate VII., but we can only partially surmise what the design of the 
west face may have been from a few inches still visible, projecting 
from the wall where it is inserted, and revealing two plain oblong 
panels superposed, and terminating in ogee points, similar to those 
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on the soffit (Plate YIII.) The entire design could no doubt be traced 
out and restored by removing part of the adjoining rubble work. 
The dimensions of the Monument are as follows : — 

Feet Inches. 
Height of monument from floor 

^ canopy from table 
Width , ^ .... 

of plinth 

Length of Knight's effigy - - . 
» ^ sword - - - 

, Lady's effigy - - 

A prominent feature of this Monument is the unusual elevation of 
the canopy; and I am inclined to think that not long after it was 
erected it showed signs of weakness which threatened its destruction.* 
The south arch of the canopy is composed of two sides differing from 
each other in their curves ; and in consequence of this inequality, the 
circles in the spandrels on this side do not correspond with each other 
in diameter, the eastern one being the smallest of the two. There 
is a hollow made beneath the lower jaw of the lion that adorns the 
crested helmet, as well as on the monumental slab below. Might 
not this be to allow of a bar passing from the junction of the shaft 
with the table to the apex of the canopy, for the purpose of lending 
additional support to the superstructure, until the Monument was 
ultimately removed to its present position? The hollow was evi- 
dently made some time after the lion was sculptured, and is otherwise 
very difficult to account for. 

The height of the Monument given above does not include the lost 
cornice, which probably brought it up to 14 feet, or nearly three times 
its greatest width. We may therefore reasonably conjecture that a 
substantial ornamental grille, surrounding this costly Monument, 
formed part of the original design when complete. 

Apart from its monuments, the most elegant feature about the 

''' A symptom often observed in mediasval work— the strength of the architecture 
not always equalling the loftiness of the conception. The magnificent choir of 
Tournay is a notable instance of this defect^ where, immediatdy after its completion^ 
the whole work had to be strengthened by buttressing to each pier an additional 
column supporting a segmental vaulting rib ; thus all the key-stones of the side 
aisles are thrown from their centre. And to the same cause we must attribute the 
loss to Art of the gorgeous canopies which once covered the tombs of Cathsrihk 
SwiNFORD in Lincoln Minster, and John of Eltham in Westminster Abbey, the latter 
taken down in 1760 on account of its insecurity. The almost unsiu*pa8sed elegauce 
of this latter canopy may by an experienced eye be dimly discerned from the quite 
untechnical engraving in Sandford's ^ Genealogical History." 
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Church is the very beautiful waggon roof of the south aisle, with its 
large richly-carved bosses. The boss visible above the organ in the 
Plate is smaller than the rest, and, being filled up with paint and 
plaster, gives no idea of their effect upon the whole roof. On either 
side ran a crenellated wall -plate, enriched at intervals with shields 
and four-leaved ornaments alternating. This still remains tolerably 
perfect on the south side. The ceiling of the nave is exceedingly mean 
and poor in comparison with the aisle -roof, and is evidently not 
original. The former roof probably fell in when the wall and the 
arcade bulged out. 

To get a good general view of my subject, I had to retire to a 
position above the seats against the south wall, and my experience 
here was, no doubt, the frequent experience of many a draughtsman, 
that when the distant parts of his picture were 'all right,' his fore- 
ground was pictorially so disagreeable as to require masking. This 
is a defect not so easily rectified with an architectural interior as with 
a landscape. Opportunely, however, while I was deploring the hard 
unpicturesque lines of the seats, Mrs. Hook and her daughters came 
into the Church to see how the sketch was progressing, and kindly 
formed themselves at once into a sort of impromptu village choir ; but 
before the drawing was completed, the youngest of the little girls 
became restless and directed her attention to me and to my position 
under the window. The venerable sexton referred to by the Author 
occupies the comer of the picture. 

PLATE II. 

gives the Plan of the Church and some of the leading points of 
interest. The Author's reason for attributing a position so far west- 
ward to the Tomb is the improbability of any sculptor or architect 
erecting it in an intermediate position from the altar, when, as seen 
from the nave, the divisional arch of the aisles would have cut the 
canopy unequally in the view, thus producing a very great eyesore. 

The removal of the Monument to its present position involved un- 
fortunately the destruction of the screen, which then, and after the 
cessation of the chantry masses, had no further raison-d'Ure. What 
the design of the screen may have been we shall never know, but that 
it equalled the splendour of the Monument carmot be doubted ; and 
that it once existed is proved, as already mentioned, by the notchings 
at the base of the eastern impost of the arcade, and on the west side 
of the second pier from the east. A line drawn from E. to B. would 
indicate what I apprehend to have been the limit of the chantry area. 
The positions which the two altars formerly occupied in the Church 
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are indicated at c and g. These have disappeared, and the high altar 
in the chancel is now replaced by a table of wood. 

fiyO.p^ on the Plate, are three of the most perfect dripstones still 
remaining to the windows ; n may possibly have been intended for 
Edward III. q represents one of the roof-bosses facing the entrance 
to the south aisle ; this one, and bosses of a similar pattern to 
that at s in the little eastern vestry, are designs several times 
repeated here, r is a carved shield from the east end of the 
Easter Tomb, with emblems of the Passion, viz., the spear, the hyssop 
which bore the sponge (but now obliterated), and (?) four sprigs of 
myrrh. The west end of this tomb has a Tudor rose, similar to b 
within the featherings of the circular panel. The piscina at d appears 
to be of the same period as the rest of the south aisle, though exces- 
sively plain ; but the double piscina, A, is decidedly E.E. It will be 
remarked that on the west side of and close to the Easter Tomb there 
formerly existed a doorway. This probably gave access to a small 
chamber, which was either used as a chantry or else in connection 
with the special Easter services, although the door itself has only 
been blocked up in recent times. The position of the window here 
seems to prejudice such a theory; but may not this be a later 
insertion into an Early English wall ? The eastern window and the 
piscina adjoining are clearly earlier features. 

Below the Plan is given a view of the interior of the vestry. The 
centre view embraces the tomb of "Sir Simon Fitz Booes, temp. 
Richard I.," under a circular arch let into the thickness of the wall, 
while the purpose of the lesser adjoining arch is somewhat obscure, 
unless it was ever the place of an infant's sepulture; but there is 
neither effigy nor inscription to prove what it was. This knight is 
reputed to have fought in two crusades about the end of the 12th 
century. The font appears of about the same date as the canopied 
monument (late 16th century) ; but this also is not in situ, having 
been placed here within the memory of the present sexton. The 
gentleman contemplating the scene is an artist from the North, who 
was staying at Porlock while I was there fulfilling my task. 

Respecting the tower (with spire 70 feet high, according to Savage) 
there is not much to remark, except that, on approaching the building, 
one is struck by its strange, weird appearance, reminding one, by its 
utter baldness and dilapidation, more of those in the poorest and most 
remote Continental districts, than of anything familiar to us in 
England. In the '' History of Carhampton," we are also informed 
that the top of the spire (still missing) was blown off in a storm 
about the year 1700. 
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The spire contains a very musical peal of bells ; the first one is 
inscribed — 



LIFE IS DEATH 


AND DEATH IS LIFE 


1617 


and the next one — 


: I : L : « AM THE 


SE COND BEL TP DS 


1617 



the remaining three are dated respectively 1801, 1828, and 1782. 

Beneath the tower the sexton has lately disinterred an interesting 
altar tomb, ruder in design and execution than the Easter Tomb in the 
chancel, though ornamented like the latter with the five wounds. The 
earth till lately covered the sculpture quite up to the table, and it will 
be Been, on viewing the sketch, that there is an accumulation rising to 
within a few inches of the side window. The walls, particularly on 
the north side between the porch and chancel, are now buried to the 
depth of several feet, rendering the Church very dangerously damp all 
through the winter. On the south side the earth rises to a general 
level of over 8 feet, and on the north to between 4 and 5 feet above 
that of the church floor ; the congregation may therefore be said to 
be seated underground. Over the porch is a chamber, now accessible 
only from the outside, and used as a receptacle for the boards and 
appliances of the sexton; there is nothing to indicate that it ever 
served any other purpose, although the tradition of its having been 
the abode of an anchorite clings to this as to nearly all apartments 
similarly placed. 

I have given, from careful measurement, the total length of the 
Church as 112 feet 6 inches, which, however, does not include the 
tower buttresses, 2 feet 9 inches additional. Of the Plan of the 
Church there is little further to observe, beyond the singular posi- 
tion of the vestry. This may or may not have been anciently 
a mortuary chapel; but I do not think it could ever have been 
a chantry, because the window formerly reached down to within 
about thirty inches from the floor, the jambs and mullion being 
still visible on the exterior, and the lowness of the window, combined 
with its abutting on a public footpath, renders it improbable that 
this chamber ever had a separate altar; and it does not possess a 
separate piscina — a fact carefully noted before the chamber was 
recently wainscoated. The position of the only window not shewn 
in the plan is at w. It is above the other levels, and consists of 
two small trefoiled lights within a square head — an after insertion, 
and probably intended to light the pulpit. 
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PLATE III. 

is a bird*B-eye view of the Effigies, once painted and gilded, though 
now not only shorn of all their former splendour, but scratched and 
scored in every direction, even to the faces, with names, initials, 
dates, and everything else which mischief can accomplish. The 
removal of the colouring appears to have been a work of consider- 
able labour, as the marks of the instrument used for the purpose 
are still visible on many parts, particularly beneath the Knight's 
legs and under the Lady's right shoulder. 

To discuss the characteristics of these effigies it is necessary to 
compare them with similar effigies of the same epoch ; and in order to 
do so, and more particularly with reference to their former colouring, 
I decided to visit several churches containing similar monuments. 
As a matter of course, I first directed my attention to Westminster 
Abbey, thinking that I should find there all I wanted ; but it is a 
singular fact, that, although the Abbey ranks pre-eminently above 
every church in Christendom for its glorious array of monuments, 
from the 13th to the 18th century inclusive, the 15th century niaU 
effigies are the poorest of the whole. For the long period of 100 years, 
all it can show besides a few brasses are the battered effigies of a 
priest and one king — ^not a single warrior. They represent Abbot 
William de Colchester, 1420, and King Henuy V., 1422, headless, 
and stripped of the precious metal plating. What is the reason? Have 
they all disappeared ? or were the abbots of Westminster too exacting 
at that period ? or shall we attribute the paucity of monuments to the 
political jealousy consequent on internecine strife between the rival 
Houses of York and Lancaster ? And yet that was the period when 
death was busier than ever among the flower of English nobility ; 
but beside their ancestors in the Abbey how few appear to have 
found a resting-place ! They were probably buried where they fell. 

It was therefore incumbent upon me to continue my search ; and 
although I visited several other churches, it was at Tong,* near 
Shiflhall, in Shropshire, and at Bromsgrove, in Worcestershire, that 
I found exactly what I was in quest of. The Porlock effigies are 
identically similar in general design to those of Sir Humphrey 

^ This is no church of the common order, but a theme for the painter and the 
poet Situated in a slightlj-utidulatiiig and beautifully-wooded country, it is^i^n the 
whole, a building which embodies more of the true media)val feeling than perhaps 
any other we still possesH. Besides many features of interest, such as the Vernon 
Chapel, with its beautiful fan-traceried vaulting, tlio abbatial-looking stalls, with 
their richly-sculptured poppyheads and western return ends, and several highly- 
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Stajtobd and his Lady, date 1450, at Bromsgrove, and Sir W. Yebnon 
and his Lady, circa 1467, at Tong ; and as these appear to differ 
essentially, both in detail and in treatment, from others of the 
period, I ^ill speak of these three collectively, which may possibly 
afford collateral evidence of the date of the others I have been 
illttstrating. 

In the outset, I am of opinion that all three pairs were pro- 
duced within a few years of each other in the same atelier, the 
Bromsgrove being the earliest, and the Porlock ones the latest 
and richest in point of execution. At any rate, the similarity in 
pose, and the repetition of many merely ornamental details, are so 
striking, that it would be almost a miracle had not the sculptor of 
one been perfectly familiar with the other two. 

The only points of divergence are such as were not left to the 
sculptor's taste or caprice ; as, for example, the crests on the tilting 
helmets, and the animals at the feet. At Tong, however, the knight's 
feet rest upon a lion, which is a perfect duplicate, in point of treat- 
ment and expression, to the one at Porlock ; while the Bromsgrove 
knight has a greyhound. The tilting helmet beneath the knight's 
bascinet, both at Tong and at Bromsgrove, is surmounted by the 
orle and the crest, viz., a boar; and where, at this period, the 
warrior's head is not represented as resting on a cushion, but on a 
jousting helmo, it was quite unusual to add sculptured angels. This 
is an exceptional piece of richness in the Porlock case, but absent at 
Tong, Bromsgrove, and elsewhere. From under the orle depends at 
the sides and behind the cointoise, or tasselled scarf, sculptured 
according to the manner it streamed out in the breeze when the 
Knight was advancing in action. This piece of costume undoubtedly 
suggested to the herald painters those quaint and whimsically- 
contorted lambrequins and the mantlings of a later period. 

The bascinet, in each of the three cases under review, is encircled 
by a wreath ; at Tong it assimilates to that at Porlock, being com- 
posed of roses and rose leaves ; while at Bromsgrove it is decorated 
with beaded lines, forming angular compartments. On the shoulders 
all three knights wear a kind of ribbed cape or (?) pauldrous, the 
eccentric scallopings of which are the same in all three instances. 

wrought screens, it contains no leas than seven elaborate altar-tombs, forming along 
with the surrounding architecture such picturesque groups as true artists like Louis 
Haqhe or David Roberts would have delighted in. Thanks, as I am informed, to 
the protecting arm of the Earl of Boadford, it has been shielded from the destroying 
inroads of the dilettante 'restorer/ the interested 'architect,' and the cheap con- 
tractor. 
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It is, I think, obvious that the greater accentuation given to the 
scallopingB over the right arm was to allow the Knight more freedom 
in wielding the long sword when mounted on his charger. This cape 
is the feature which distinguishes these three knights more than any 
other particular from Lord Bardolf*s effigy at Dennington.* 

The collar and badge of the Porlock Knight are more distinctly 
seen in Plate lY. (a and b), but the others wear the SS. collar, the 
separate designs of which are given on the same Plate (A: and I), and 
referred to on page 8. Their remaining ornaments and the accoutre- 
ments are the same as at Porlock, where the Knight wears the cuirass, 
the demi-placate rising from the waist to a point under the thumbs, a 
skirt of taces and scalloped flaps in place of tuilles, and attached by 
tassets, while a richly-sculptured bawdrick encircles the hips, to 
which an anelace, or misericorde,t was formerly attached by a double 
chain. A belt falls diagonally from the waist to the left side, carrying 
a long sword, the hilt of which is decorated with the sacred mono- 
gram, and is supported beneath by two sculptured grotesques {Plate 
IV., a). The arms were protected by rerebraces, fan-shaped elbow 
pieces and vambraces, and the hands by cufifed gauntlets ; the legs by 
cuisses, genouilleres with pointed plates below, jambs, and soUerets to 
the feet. The form of these pointed plates is shown on the coloured 
Plate VI., but the ornamental hem, being obliterated by ill-usage, 
is not visible from above, and it was only while examining the effigy 
on the dark side with a candle that I discovered its former existence. 
To the feet are attached, by buckle-straps passing over the insteps, 
rouelle spurs. The Bromsgrove knight shows mail gussets at the 
insteps and armpits ; the others do not. 

The lady wears the mitred head-dress, richly jewelled and diapered 
with an ornament of pearls, and encircled by a coronet of fleurs-de-lis, 
denoting her princely birth. Her head rests on a double cushion, the 
lower one displaying a diaper of red and green spots — one red spot 
surrounded by six green ones ; the latter on a white ground. A 
like kind of ornament also appears upon the cloaks of the little 
angels which surround the exquisite alabaster tomb of Alice, Duchess 
of Suflfolk, in Ewelme Church, Oxfordshire, date 1475. 

The Porlock lady is clad in a mantle, fastened over the breast by 

* See " Note on Lord Bardolp," in Appendix. 
+ The use of this instruiuent, generally triangular in section, was to force an 
opening between the joints of the armour, and thus to pierce some vital part when 
the antagonist was down, its name being indicative of the cry for " mercy" which it 
extorted, without much effect in those days. (See Planchk's "Dictionary of 
Costume," p. 163.) 
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tasselled cordons, attached to a fermail of jewels on either side, and 
beneath this she wears the surooat, and under this the kirtle, a 
double chain round her neck with a pendant four-leaved ornament,* 
and an ornamented girdle completing her attire. The number of rings 
she wore is uncertain, the fingers being broken oflF; but they were 
evidently few in number, in marked contrast to the wife of Sir H. 
Stafford, who has rings on every finger save the last of the right 
hand. On Lady Yebnon's hands at Tong I counted no less than 
eighteen. 

Her feet rest on an animal which has cloven feet, slit eyes, and a 
spinal ridge ; but this creature, of which I have given both a side and 
a front view on Plate V., being very much mutilated in other respects, 
has given rise to some debate, and I have therefore let it stand in 
the coloured Plate YI. as it actually appears, without any attempt 
at restoration. 

PLATE IV. 

shows, at a, the Knight's bead, with detail of the wreath, &c. The 
ornamentation of the wreath is stated by Savage to consist of grapes 
and vine leaver, but it certainly bears a closer resemblance to roses 
and rose leaves conventionally treated, probably emblematic of the 
Kmght's exploi^ts and victories in the Yorkist-Lancastrian struggle. 
For comparison sake, I have given, from Stothakd, a part of the 
detail, h, from the wreath on the eflSgy of Balph Neville, 1st Earl 
of Westmoreland, in Staindrop Church, Durham, where the roses 
are observed to be connected with the same stem. An ornamental 
band covers the fastenings of the Knight's bascinet, on which, as 
npon the genouilleres, the gauntlets, and other parts, the rose leaf 
again occurs. 

The more perfect links of the Knight's collar are seen on this side 
of the head, and appear separately, like flutings of ribbon gathered 
within a band. An enlarged view of the pendant badge is given at b. 
Thifl'badge falling down into the point of the demi-placate beneath 
the Knight's fingers rendered the carving a rather difficult performance 
for the sculptor. Before sketching it, I cleaned it very carefully; 
but what it represents I must leave for others to decide. 

At c I have given the centre of the bawdrick, with the agraflfe 
restored. This was the exact disposition of the rosetting round the 

"^ This necklet is of precisely similar design to the one at Bromsgrove (with the 
addition only of the pendant), and which is asserted by Mr. Fairholt to be the 
earliest ornament for the neck yet discovered on sepulchral effigies. (See Planche's 
"Dictionary of Costume,'* p. 378.) 
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bordor, but whether the shield on it was plain or carved is unoertain. 
disfjk side view of the Knight*8 left hip and the sword handle, e showing 
all that remains of the cross-guard.* / represents the Knight's feet 
(sketched by candle-light), the only remaining indication of the spur 
being shown at g. At Tong one of the spurs is in tolerably perfect 
preservation, the form of which would indicate its having had eight 
points ; half the star, however, is represented as buried in the slab. 

i and j represent the most perfect daggers or misericordes I have 
been able to discover for enabling me to restore the form of the one 
worn by the Porlock Knight with any degree of probability, t is from 
Sir W. Vernon's effigy at Tong, the blade of which is partly gone ; 
while j is taken from the Duke of Somerset's monument (1444), in 
Wimbome Minster, and is in perfect preservation, measuring 19|^ 
inches, the blade being 18 inches in length. 

PLATE V. 

a shows the lady's crown, as seen endways between the shaft of 
the canopy and the column of the arcade, and intended to give the 
reader a more correct idea of the form of the head-dress and coronet. 
The lady's head does not centre with the lower pillow, which should 
have been drawn projecting further on the right than on the left hand. 
(See Plate IV.) b gives a portion of the coronet, and c shows the 
jewelling of the head-dress, e is part of the necklet and pendant 
jewel, while / shows one of the fibulsB on the breast of the mantle. 
d is the left side of the lady's head, attention being requested to the 
coronet of fleurs-de-lis and the necklet. The face was evidently one 
of singular sweetness of expression, but is somewhat marred by an 
exaggeration of the forehead. 

The animal at the feet {g and h) is the creature that has given rise 
to much controversy, but of its porcine genus I have no doubt myself, 
and one can easily conceive the sculptor's reason for representing it 
on so small a scale in a position at the lady's feet, usually assigned to 
a little dog, emblematic of nuptial fidelity. The substitution of this 
animal, we may reasonably suppose, had an heraldic significance, 
and, what more likely, than an allusion to the supporters of her family 
arms. As the effigy has been proved to represent a Courtenay, I have 
given, in the lower comer, a representation of one of the supporters of 
the Earl of Devon's arms, taken from a portrait published by Messrs. 
Morris, Walton & Co., and bearing the present noble Earl's autograph. 

-•:' The desigu of this sword-haDdle ia given by Plamche as beloDgiiig txduwtdt/ 
to the reign of Henry VI. (" Dictionary of CoBtume," p. 494.) 
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PLATE VI. 



presents to the reader the effigies restored according to their original 
colouring. The actual remains of colour are very scanty, having, as 
previously stated, been mechanically removed, and the traces, seldom 
80 large as a threepenny-piece, are discoverable only by brushing and 
damping the folds and undercut parts with a sponge. The gilding, 
however, being generally applied throughout to the carved ornamental 
portions, has not been interfered with, and there is always evidence 
where it was applied. The borders of armour, and of the lady's 
habiliments, show a minute incised line, from a quarter to half an 
inch from the edge, indicating the depth of the bordure; and although 
the gold'has often altogether disappeared from the exposed surfaces, 
traces are sure to be found on the more protected parts. The surcoat 
of the Duchess of Somerset, in Wimbome Minster, was evidently gilt 
all aver, the mantle being only bordered with gold ; but in every other 
case I examined it was treated as at Porlock. With regard to the 
colour lining the Porlock lady's mantle, I have shewn it red, in ac- 
cordance with the other examples ; but in this case every vestige of 
colour has been removed ; yet in the angels' cloaks, where the folds 
are thin and narrow, a large portion of the colour has been left 
untouched. The tips of the feathers of the angels' wings were 
painted white, with a black spot in the centre, the general ground 
of the wings being red. It was also usual to ornament the lady's 
mantle with the cognizances of her husband's arms, emblematic of 
his protection, while her kirtle was sem^e with the devices on her own 
family escutcheon, as, for example, the kirtle of Lady Bardolf. at 
Bennington. I could, however, discover no trace of a similar deco- 
ration upon the effigies at either Bromsgrove, Tong, or Porlock. The 
passage in Sandford * touching on this point is itself so quaintly ex- 
pressed that I will give it entire : — 

"In the effigies of the Duchess Eleanor i it*s observable, that the arms of 
Edmond, Duke of Somerset, her Husband, are embroidered upon here Mantle or 
upper Garment, and there placed to signifie that the Husband, as a Cloak or 
Mantle, is to shroud the Wife from all those violent storms against which her 
tender Sex is not capable of making a defence. The Arms of her House are 
depicted upon her Kirtle, which (being under covert of the Husband or Upper 
Garment) are to denote the Family of which she is descended. From which, 
take this for granted, That wheresoever you find the Figure of a Woman painted 
or carved, in a Mantle and a Kirtle of Arms. Those on the Mantle are the Arms 
of her Husband, and those on her Kirtle the ensigns of her Blood and Family.** 

t Ob. 1467, painted on the east window of the Ladj Chapel at Warwick. 
'^ " Genealogical History of the Kings of £ugland/' p. 322. 
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This rule Sandford admits only held good with regard to the 
kirtle ; for when the mantle alone wojt painted, the lady's family arms 
were emblazoned on the outside of it, and the husband's arms on the 
inside lining. 

There are no remains of colour on the upper cushion, and here 
the precedents cited would lead to the conclusion that it was painted 
red. This, and the missing dagger, are the only exceptions where 
the evidence of colour is directly wanting on the monument itself. The 
dotted pattern on the lower cushion is still visible, the ground being 
painted bright viridian green. The straps and bands of the knight's 
accoutrements were painted red, all raised ornaments upon them 
being gilt. The design of the misericorde I have taken from Sir W. 
Vernon's effigy, and have coloured it in accordance with the Duke of 
Somerset's at Wimbome. 

The colours which, in examinations of this kind,, it is necessary 
to be on one's guard against too readily adopting, are the various 
shades of green. These are sometimes nothing more than the effects 
of damp, but, from their brightness, appear at first sight most 
decidedly original. 

Of the ground colour of the slabs there only remain a small patch 
of less than an inch in diameter behind the lion's shoulder, and a 
few faint streaks under the outer fold of the lady's mantle, and from 
these it appears to have been of the same tone, viz., a blueish green 
colour, as was used both on Sir W. Vernon's monument, and on Sir 
H. Stafford's. On Sir John Chidioke's monument (slain 1449), in 
Ghristchurch, Hants, these slabs were painted jet black, while on the 
Duchess of Suffolk's, at Ewelme (1475), it is painted dark blue ; but 
here we must refer the colour to Her Grace having belonged to the 
noble Order of the Garter. She wears the garter on her left arm, 
and this is one pf the only three female effigies reputed to be still 
remaining which are so decorated, the other two being the wife of 
Sir Robert Harcourt, E.G., 1471, in Stanton Harcourt Church, 
Oxfordshire, and the Countess of Tankerville.* (See Ashmole's 
"Order of the Garter," p. 218.) 



"S' On the eastern side of Regent's Park, London, between Gloucester Terrace 
and Cumberland Terrace, stands a church, having on either side a block of 
buildings, both uniform in design, the whole bearing unmistakeable evidence of 
the period of their construction and of the feeble architectural taste which preceded 
the Gothic revival. The leading external characteristics of the church are a large 
trausomed window of perpendicular design and two disproportionately tall pinnacles, 
while the two adjacent buildings very faintly recall in their numerous litUe gables 
and other features the domestic architecture of the 16th century. Such is the 
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I have restored the shape of the tilting helmet from Sir W. 
Vernon's, still quite perfect; ^here the angel has placed its right 
hand, this helmet had a ring sculptured in fronti probably used by 
the knight to fasten it. The pose of the knight's dexter angel is 
somewhat awkward in the original, as one arm is sculptured resting 
on the elbow, and embracing the lion's neck; the other arm is 
carved regardless of aLnatomy and without expression ; while of the 
angel on the sinister side all that remain are the left hand (see 
Plate lY., just below the knight's collar), and the portion from the 
knee downwards. I have restored this angel as nearly to what I can 
conceive to have been its original form. 

Royal Hospital of St ; £[athariDe. Comparatively few persons passing that way are 
aware that this ia one of the very oldest eooleeiastical establiahments in the 
Kingdom, and but for its dissolution and re-founding in the 13th century would be 
perhaps the most andeut one remaining. The original Hospital was founded by 
Maud, wife of King Stephen, in 1148, and St Katharine's is remarkable as being to 
this day the only ecclesiastical preferment in the perpetual gift of the Queens 
Consort of England. When there is no Queen Consort, the reigning Sovereign 
nominates to its offices. These edifices replace the church, cloister, ai^d out- 
buildings, which formerly stood to the east of the Tower of London, and which were 
swept away by Act of Parliament in 1825 to make room for enlai^ng the St 
Katherine's Docks, the sum of ;£125,000 having been granted to the Hospital by 
•Lord Chancellor Eldon for the precinct estate, and £36,000 to build the pi-esent 
Hospital, besides other compensations. No one, acquainted only with the exterior 
of the present church, would suppose that it contained anything of archsvological 
interest ; yet here is to be seen the very sumptuous 15th century monument, 
brought from the older church, of John Holland, Duke of Exeter (died 1446), and 
designed by him in his Will for himself, *' wit Anne my first wyff and wit my 
sister Custaunce and wit my wyff Anne yat now is." Now, there are only two 
ladies on the tomb, and it is therefore doubtful whether they represent one wife 
and the sister, or two wives (according to Gouoh and the present inscription on the 
monument). His sister Constance was first married to Thomas Mowbray, Duke of 
Norfolk, and afterwards to Sir John Grey, nephew of Sir John Grey, first Earl of 
Tankenrille in Normandy, and K.G., whose wife was Joan, daughter and co-heir to 
Sir Edward Charlton, Lord Powis. If the second female effigy really represents 
Constance, which Skelton from a genealogical mistake in the note to his " History 
of Oxfordshire" supposed was ^Countess of Tankerville," she cannot 1^ the 
'^Countess of Tankerville" alluded to by Ashmole, for there is no trace of any 
garter having been sculptured on either of the arms, as represented in the other 
two instances. Mr. Nichols, who minutely described the former church and its 
monuments, as it existed in 1824, makes no mention of any other effigy than these 
on the Duke's monument ; and an extensive correspondence with antiquaries and 
others, who would be most interested in knowing where the third gartered efiigy 
is to be found, has failed to reveal to me its whereabouts. Until, therefore, we 
shall have learnt where this third female effigy with the garter is located, we may 
fairly conclude that, in reality, there exist at present but tvfo so decorated, viz., 
those at Ewelme and Stanton Harcourt. 



58 THE PORLOCK MONUMENTS. 

PLATE VII. 

is an unusually bold and florid design for so late a period, and is in a 
more mutilated condition than either of the other two faces of the 
canopy, several parts being actually loose and moveable ; in fact, the 
vehole canopy is in so critical a state, that at any moment it may 
tumble down. The colouring of this face exactly corresponded in its 
various parts with the restoration given on Plate IX. ; the only 
additions here are the panels within the cuspings, which were painted 
red. 

PLATE VIII. 

was rather a difficult drawing to produce, from the position of the 
subject and from its very dirty and imperfect state. The details will 
be found separately treated in the following Plate. As a reconstruc- 
tion, more coarse and barbarous workmanship is seldom seen, the 
roughest kind of plaster having been used. It will be here observed 
that the featherings of the canopy are deeper on the S. than on the 
N. side, and that the end panels are longer than the centre ones. 
All the oblong panels were painted with oak leaves — the symbol of 
victory.* 

PLATE IX. 

is a restoration of the north face. The colours here do not appear to 
have ever been disturbed, although they have in many parts peeled off 
the stone from damp and long neglect, and the whole now appears of 
a monotonously dingy muddy hue, requiring for the verification of the 
colouring on several parts a very close inspection from a ladder. The 
shafts, up to the springing of the arch, have been — ^probably at the 
period of the reconstruction — thickly coated over with stone-colour, 
and where this was the case the green moulding appears to have faded 
into a pale blueisb hue, which at first sight is somewhat puazling. 

Two of the easternmost cusps display traces of their having been 
painted with a leaf ornament in black and white ; from all the rest 
the colour has peeled ofif, but the undersides of them were stencilled 
with the same pattern as is used on the slender flanking buttresses. 
The arabesque pattern, in white on red ground, filling up the sunk 
spandrels on the inner side of the cuspings, is now only visible in an 
imperfect state on one, viz., the easternmost on the south side. The 
ground of the oblong panels on the soffit was painted black, with 
white oak-leaves, while the sunk surface of the quatrefoils was painted 
red, like the sides. The panels round the tomb itself were also 

•^ Nswton's '* Display of Heraldry," p. 306. 
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painted, although th6 traces are very scanty ; but I have given the 
heads of two of them with the upper mouldings, showing the colours 
to have been the same as those used in the canopy. I have shewn 
the stagings on the side buttresses gold and white, with a red fillet ; 
but a more recent examination with greater minuteness has led me to 
discover that the flat surface of the set-off was also painted red. 

Since nearly all our mediasval edifices have, at one time or 
another, been whitewashed, or have had their former colouring 
destroyed, some acquaintance with foreign examples is necessary to 
enable one at all to realize the former magnificence of many of our 
churches. The eastern portion of the superb canopy work covering 
the internal walls of the Lady Chapel (now Trinity Church) at Ely, 
and the tombs of Bishop Beckinoton and Joanna, Vicecomitissa de 
Lisle, both circa 1464, in Wells Cathedral, still display the remains of 
very rich chromatic decoration ; but for complete specimens of this art, 
we must turn our attention to the Continent. To many readers some 
of the Italian Cathedrals and^the exquisite Sainte Chapelle are perfectly 
familiar types, and to ^eu:^ minds the colouring of this monument 
will not appear onQ whit tdd vivid. On the contrary, the unusual 
quantity of white here used must have rendered this one of the 
lightest and most beautiful'- ftxainpl^s of colour of the period. And 
what must it have l^eeh when suvQiounte^ by a magnificent gilt cornice 
and cresting, with angels •ai.th.e. sides rbearing shields of arms, or with 
the family cognizances on the centre of the frieze, gorgeously em- 
blazoned, surmounted by the crest and environed by richly-illuminated 
mantlings ! To such 'bearings' the three roundels, repeated so many 
times between the cuspings, may have been a direct allusion. 

Such references by the sculptor were by no means uncommon; 
and although the same ornament exists on a canopy in Dunster 
Church, lately restored, and in which a good deal of new work has 
been inserted, yet as an observer I do not remember to have met with 
this decoration so used elsewhere. The arms, being thus shewn, 
would account for the absence of any inscription on the monument ; 
and it does not appear, from a most searching scrutiny of the slabs 
themselves, that any plate was ever attached to the verge. If there 
had been, some of the screw-holes would be still visible. 

The question will naturally arise in many minds. What became of 
the frieze and cornice when the Monument was removed to its present 
site ? As a solution of the mystery, it has occurred to me to suggest, 
that, since the reconstruction evidently took place at a period of our 
history when all appreciation of mediaeval details was for a time 
utterly lost, these stones may have been thought of no more value 
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than as forming good solid material to make a foundation for the 
Monument, where it now stands ; or, perchance, some of the deJbris 
might be found filling up the Tomb itself, or else used in repairing 
the gap made in the wall to insert the western face ; or, lastly, they 
may have been thrown into the earth where the Monument formerly 
stood. The time may perhaps come when we shall no longer be left 
in doubt on these points. 

It would be extremely interesting to learn whether so elaborate 
a specimen of ancient monumental art, as this originally was, still 
exists in a,nj other parish church in England, either unattributed, or 
the attribution of which is still unproyen. 

PLATE X. 

gives the Easter Tomb in the chancel. This, remarks Savaae, was 
"the ancient altar of the Church"; but, had it been so, the customary 
five crosses would surely be found upon it. There is, however, not 
the slightest trace of them on the slab, nor any justification for such 
an assertion. In Parker's "Concise Glossary of Architecture/' this 
very monument is given as a type of an " altar tomb " ; but as there 
are several discrepancies between the engraving and the object itself, 
I have given a sketch of it, as it really exists, simply disengaging the 
plinth, which is now buried beneath the chancel pavement up to the 
broken bead moulding. In the centre panel of the front are displayed 
the five sacred wounds on a shield, and in ihe upper right hand comer 
the monogram I.H.C. On the west face the principal ornament is a 
Tudor rose within a cinquefoiled quatrefoil — all the others are tre- 
foiled — and on the east end is a shield charged with other emblems of 
the crucifixion (Plate II., r). 

This, if ever it was a tomb at all, is devoid of any inscription, or 
trace of one, and it is therefore just as likely it may have been the 
base of an Easter sepulchre, having possibly, as was sometimes the 
case, a moveable wooden canopy, covering a dead Christ or a Pi6ta. 
Such sculptures would certainly have been broken up, without a single 
exception, at the Reformation ; but in parts of Germany, where the 
ancient culttis has not been disturbed (as at AndemachandMayence), 
they are still common enough. There, however, the Easter sepulchres 
are detached from the wall, and surrounded by six life-size figures, 
representing St. John and the three Marys, Nicodemus, and Joseph 
of Arimathea ; and from such examples we are enabled to form an 
approximate idea of the artist's treatment of the same subject in this 
country. In England, Easter sepulchres were sometimes detached, 
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or placed between the piers, as in Lincoln Minster, which has perhaps 
the finest one now remaining ; and, in other instances, they were 
recessed into the wall, as is the v^ry beautiful example at Heckington, 
in the same county. 

PLATE XI. 

displays the escutcheons of the leading personages connected with 
the Tomb and the Chantry history, viz. : — 

CoURtENAY, 

Or, three torteaux, a label of three points Azure. 

LORINO, 

(from St. Oeorffe'M Ckapel, Windaor,} 

Quarterly Or and Gules, a bend engrailed Sable. 
yote, — At Heralds College these arms also appear : — 

Quarterly 4>^<)Qt aiid Qules, a beud Sable. 

Hamnoton, 
Sable, a frett Argent. 
Xote. — ^At Heralds College these arms also appear : — 
Sable, fretty 'Argent. 

FiTz Roger, 
Gules, three lions rampant Or. 

BONVILLB, 

Sable, six mullets three, two, one. Argent, pierced Gules. 
Note. — There is a label of three points Or put over this coat, where it occurs 
among the quiEtrteriugs of Pole of Devon. 

Grey op Groby, 
Barry of six Argent ttnd Azure, in chief three torteaux, a label of 

three points Ermine. 

These escutcheons, derived from the most ancient and reliable 
sources, have been confirmed by the highest modern authorities we 
could consult to ensure their absolute correctness. It will at once 
be seen how grand and yet how simple were the charges on the early 
shields,' compared with the almost endless complication of modern 
devices. 

The drawing of the Fitz Roger lions I have taken from the arms 
of Sir Hm» Fitz Roger, 1888, carved upon the jupon of his effigy 
in Cliewton Mendip Church, Somerset. 
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PLATE XII. 

was an after-thought, and therefore does not appear according to 
its consecutive order in the text. This drawing, being merely a 
Dureresque outline from a photograph (by the kind permission of 
Messrs. Frith & Co., of Beigate), may perhaps enable those readers 
who are still unacquainted with the district to conceive for themselves 
the character of the scenery by which this peaceful little village is im- 
mediately surrounded. The dilapidated old church and the residence 
of its pastor are conspicuous features in the view. In the distance 
is Bossington Beacon, with the charming villages of Bossington 
and Allerford nestling at its base, while the road to Minehead, 
leading through "the hamlet of pretty creeper-bound cottages," 
Holnicote, on the estate of Sir Thomas Dykb Aoland, Bart., skirts 
these hills away to the right. At this spot the road follows a peculiar 
serpentine course, and combines with delightful peeps of scenery on 
either side to produce some pictures which are exceptionally fasci- 
nating, the richness of the foliage and the chequered sunlights on 
the winding pathway at once enhancing the sylvan loveliness of the 
scene ; in fact, the whole district is so strikingly picturesque, that an 
artist might spend a lifetime on this enchanting ground. To the 
left, about a mile from the village of Porlock, lies the Bristol 
Channel, and at our back is the road ascending Porlock Hill, 
leading across the wilds of Exmoor to Glenthome, the seat of 
W. H. Halliday, Esq., and onwards to Lynton and Ilfracombe. 

In conclusion, although I have never had a more congenial task 
than producing these Illustrations, yet I do not pretend that the 
sentiment and pathos which the mediseval sculptor threw into his 
work can ever be transferred to paper ; at best, the reproduction can 
only be compared to a very distant echo, or an ill-defined reflection on 
the moving surface of a stream. But if, in the eyes of the discrimi- 
nating archaeologist, my drawings shall not appear to have very im- 
perfectly interpreted the objects I have delineated, I shall rest content 
if I have even partially succeeded in conveying to the reader some 
idea of a media3val Monument that combines considerable historic 
interest with great artistic beauty. 
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APPENDIX. 



L— The documents. 

II.-THE PEDIGREES. 

(traced by the rev. p. J. POYNTON.) 



"arms arb the shorthand of pbdioreb: thbt bnliven mant a dry detail; 
their oarvino tet traced on crumbling walls has a charm and even a 
pathos for the cultivated mind as an historic family emblem of no small 
significance. ' ' » 

« pedigree is the solid part of that of which heraldry is the 
ornament. 

"these studies cement FRIENDSHIPS IN THE KNOWLEDGE OF KINSHIP, AND 
HELP TO MAKE US FEEL DESIROUS OF BEING WORTHY OF THOSE GOOD AND DEAR 
TO US, WHO HAVE GONE BEFORE.. THE NIQGLECT OF FAMILY HISTORY IS A SHAMEFUL 
BARBARISM WHICH PREVAILING WOULD IN THIS RESPBCT PLACE AN OTHERWISE 
HIGHLY CIVIUZED NATION BEHIND THOSE OF THE EAST." 

^BDWARD BELLASI8, 
BluemantU Purmivant of Arm», 
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THE DOCUMENTS. 



No. 1. 
Feet op Pines, Divers Counties, Richard II., No. 118. 

Fine dated 27 January 1384/5. 

Between Bobert, Bishop of London, Gerard Braybrok, Knight, senior, 
Ealph Fitz Kichard, John atte Haj, John Shalynford, Henry Naufan, 
James Gerveys, and John atte Grove, Plaintiffs, 

and 
Nigel Loheryn, Chivaler, Deforciant. 

The premises are — 

The manor of Porlok with the appurtenances, and the advowson of the 
church of the manor, in the county of Somerset ; 

The manor of Uggeburgh with the appurtenances, and eight messuages 
and four carucates of land, with the ^purtenances, in Burnels, Litelhan* 
ford, Overhoke, Nytherhoke, Esthoke, Hokwode, Kydelond, Smalcombe, 
Wolnelee, Crowethom, (Jodyngoote, Cowelond, Smalrigge, Pytte, Bircombe, 
Esseregin, Newelond, and . .Ighowill, in the county of Devon; 

Two messuages, two carucates of land, and one hundred shillings rent, 
with the appurtenances, in Tregelast, in the county of Cornwall; 

The manor of Kympton with the appurtenances called Parkhall, in the 
county of Hertford; 

Three messuages, one mill, three carucates of land, and one hundred 
shillings rent, with the appurtenances, in Broktone, Hildesdone, Southcote, 
and la Grove, and the advowson of the church of the town of la Grove, in 
the county of Buckingham ; 

And four messuages, four carucates of land, and one hundred shillings rent, 
with the appurtenances, in Caldecote, Heyford, Ardele, and Tuwo, in the 
county of Oxford, 

£1000 is paid for the fine. 

F 
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No. 2, 



Chancery Inquisition Post Mortem, 7th Henry IV., No. 55. 

(Translation.) 



Inquisition taken at Yevelchestre on Monday on the morrow of Holy 
Trinity in the seventh year of the reign of King Henry the Fourth after 
the Conquest, before Hobert Grey, Escheator of the Lord the King in the 
County of Somerset, by virtue of a certain royal writ to the same Escheator 
directed, and to this Inquisition sewn, by the oath of John Baylly of 
Dunsterre, John Warde, Bobert Lyncombe, William Wjrttok, Soger [P]ym, 
John May, William Byry, John Mede, John Bryce, Heniy Baylly of 
Karampton, John Magot, and Thomas Pumell : Who say upon their oath 
that Bobert de Haryngton, Knight, held no lands or tenements on the day 
on which he died in the County aforesaid of the Lord the King in chief; 
but they say that the same Bobert held on the day on which he died the 
Manor of Porlok, together with the advowson of the Church of the same 
Manor, with all its appurtenances, in the County aforesaid, in his demesne 
as of fee tail. Also the same Bobert held on the said day on which he died 
in his demesne as of fee four messuages, one carucate of land, and thirty 
acres of meadow, and one pound of cummin, with appurtenances, in 
Hunspylle, in the County aforesaid. And they say that the aforesaid 
Manor of Porlok with the advowson aforesaid is held of Edward Courtenay, 
Earl of Devon, as of his Manor of Okhampton, by knight service; and 
that the aforesaid four messuages, land, and meadow are held of Fulk Fjtz 
Waryn, son and heir of Fulk Fytz Waryn, now being under age and in the 
custody of the Lord the King, as of his Manor of Hunspylle, by knight 
service. And they say that the aforesaid Manor of Porlok is worth by the 
year in all its issues, according to the true value of the same, beyond 
reprise, 20/. 13«. 4d.; and the aforesaid messuages, land, cummin, and 
meadow, are worth by the year in all their issues, according to the true 
value of the same, beyond reprise, 10/. U. 6d. And they say that the 
aforesaid Bobert died on the 2lBt day of the month of May last past; and 
that John de Harynton, " Chivaler,*' son of the aforesaid Bobert, is next 
heir of the same Bobert, and of the age of 22 years and more. And they 
say that the aforesaid Bobert held no other or more lands or tenements on 
the day on which he died, neither of the Lord the King nor of any other, 
in the County aforesaid. In witness whereof to this Inquisition the afore- 
said Jurors have affixed their seals. Given the day year and place above- 
said. 
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The following is an extract irom the Index to Inquisitions post mortem, 
showing the lands, &c., held by Bobert de Haryngton in other counties : 



Sharbrook unum messuagium centum acre terre viginti acre 

prati &c. 
Anstwik manor' ut de manerio de Burton in Lonesdale 
Aldingham manor* et advoc' ecclesie 
Ullerston medietas manor' 
Thirun manor' 

Egremond tertia pars manerii 
Morton tertia pars ville 
Arleden medietas hamlet' 
Algerkirk advocatio ecclesie 
Skerbeck medietas advocationis ecclesie 
Steinton Wadingham medietas advocationis ecclesie 

^''^''^^ I centum soUd' 
Hardesworthy J "^^^^ 
Westayshford manor' 
nfridecombe unum messuagium et una carucata terre infra 

burgum 
Barnstaple reddit' in burgo de Brendon manor' 
Knofton Beapole manor' 
Eeardescote unum messuagium et una virgata terre ut de 

manerio de Nuneton Episcopi 
Braiggesworthy mess' et terr' 

Treimwell manerium 
Nansuck quinquaginta acre bosci 

Thurstrustonhall medietas tertie partis manerii in villa de 
Hanketone 



I 



Bedford' 
Ebor' 

Lancastr' 

Cumbr* 

Lincoln' 



Devon' 



Comub' 
Suffolc' 



No. 3. 

**41 Marche.'* 

The tesUment of ) I^ t^© name of God Amen 

John de Haryngton \ Qn the eighth day of June in the year of our Lord 1417 
I John de Haryngton Knight Lord de Aldyngham being of sound mind and 
purposing by the grace of God to visit foreign parts without the Kingdom 
of England do make my testament in manner following First I bequeath 
my soul to God Almighty to the Blessed Mary His Mother and to all His 
Saints and my body to the nearest consecrated burial-place wheresoever I 
shall happen to die Also I bequeath to Elizabeth my wife the half of all 
my silver plate of whatsoever kind it shall be Also I bequeath to her the 
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furniture of the wardrobe chamber hall pantry butleiy kitchen larder bake- 
house and stable with all utensils belonging to all my households within 
the counties of Somerset Devon and Cornwall together with all my living 
chattels being in the counties aforesaid which shall happen to remain after 
my debts have been fully paid Also besides the legacies aforesaid I be- 
queath to my executors in order that they may execute my will all my goods 
moveable and immoveable as well animate as inanimate of whatsoever kind 
or species they shall be and wheresoever they shall be found as well within 
the Kingdom of England as without together with all debts which are dne 
to me in whose hands soever they may be So that they may take order 
that all my debts for which I am debtor to any one in any manner on the 
day of the making of the present testament may be faithfully paid and fully 
satisfied as quickly as possible after my death as they wish to answer before 
Gk>d Almighty on the Day of Judgment And if all my goods moveable 
and immoveable do not suffice to pay the whole of my debts then I will that 
my manor of Uggeburgh in the county of Devon be sold at the best price 
which can be obtained to pay the aforesaid debts And if those my goods 
do suffice to pay all my debts then I will that my said manor after my death 
be amortized to sustain two priests as b^ the discretion of my executors 
shall seem most expedient to celebrate divine service and to pray for the 
souls of my father and mother and of all my ancestors Also I will that my 
executors according to their discretion shall make payments to my servants 
out of my goods and the debts due to me remaining after my legacies and 
debts have been paid that is to say to every of them according to their 
merits and length of service And the residue of all my goods and the 
debts then remaining due to me I will that my executors shall dispose of 
and distribute in the manner in which for the safety of my soul it shall 
seem best to them to be done and to perform other things which in certain 
indentures more fully appear I ordain make and appoint Elizabeth my 
wife Thomas Baldyng clerk John Copleston senior Thomas Broughton and 
John Kussell clerk my true executors of this testament that they having the 
fear of God before their eyes may faithfully execute and duly fulfil this my 
present testament In witness whereof to this present writing I have affixed 
my seal Oiven the day and year aforesaid. 

This testament was proved before Master John Estoourt &c. on the 
twenty sixth day of the month of April in the year of our Lord 1418 And 
they have day to exhibit the inventory before the Feast of the Purification 
of the Blessed Mary next coming &c. 



No. 4. 

Chancery Inquisition Post Mortem, 6th Henry V., No. 25. 

(Translation.) 

No. 8. Inquisition taken at Taunton in the county of Somerset on the seventh 
day of May in the sixth year of the reign of Kin^ Henry the Fifth after tho 
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Conquest before Jobn Stourton Chivaler Escheator of our said lord the King 
in the county aforesaid by virtue of a writ of our lord the King to the same 
Escheator directed and to this Inquisition sewn by the oath of Simon 
Ealegh Thomas Bratton Thomas Ghyplegh John Ouppehay Eeginald 
Heyngstelegh John Orchard John Hamelyn Eobert Kyrers Bichard AUer 
Robert Staulynch Matthew Colls and Simon atte Comb Who say upon 
their oath that John de Haryngton Chivaler of whom mention is made in 
the said writ held no lands or tenements from our lord the King in eapite 
in the county aforesaid on the day on which he died either in demesne or 
in service But they say that the same John on the day on which he died 
held the manor of Porlok with the appurtenances in the county aforesaid 
jointly with Elizabeth his wife who still survives him Of which same manor 
the aforesaid John de Haryngton was lately seized in his demesne as of fee 
and as more fully appears by his deed shown in evidence to the Jurors of 
this Inquisition whereof the date is at Porlok the sixth day of the month of 
September in the twelfth year of the reign of King Heni^ the Fourth after 
the Conquest by the name of John de Haryngton Chivaler Loi-d de 
Haryngton he gave granted and confirmed amongst other manors the afore- 
said manor with the appurtenances to John Lutrell of Karampton John 
Fortescu liichard Donsd . . . clerk Thomas Nevyll John Copleston senior 
and Richai-d Deneysell To have and to hold the aforesaid manor with the 
appurtenances to the aforesaid John Lutrell John Fortescu liichard Thomas 
John Copleston and Eichard their heirs and assigns for ever with a clause 
of warranty By virtue of which gift gi*ant and confirmation the same John 
Lutrell John Fortescu Richard Thomas John Copleston and Richard were 
seized of the manor aforesaid with the appurtenances And so being thereof 
seized by their certain deed indented of which the date is at Porlok on 
Thursday next before the Feast of the Conversion of Saint Paul in the 
thirteenth year of the reign of King Henry the Fourth after the Conquest 
they gave and granted amongst other manors the aforesaid manor with the 
appurtenances to the aforesaid John de Haryngton and Elizabeth his wife 
by the name of. John de Haryngton chivaler Lord de Haiyngton and 
E^zabeth his wife and to the heirs of their bodies lawfully begotten for 
ever And for default of such issue remainder thereof to the right heirs of 
the same John as by the aforesaid deed indented shown in evidence to the 
Jurors of this Inquisition more fully appears By virtue of which gift and 
grant the same John de Haryngton and Elizabeth were thereof seized in 
their demesne as of fee tail and the same John died being seized of such 
estate thereof And the said Jurors say that the manor aforesaid with the 
appurtenances is held of Edward Earl of Devon as of his honor of Okhampton 
by what service they know not And they say that the aforesaid manor 
with the appurtenances is worth in all issues beyond reprises Twenty 
Founds Thirteen Shillings and Four Pence per annum And the said 
Jurors say that the aforesaid John de Haryngton held no other or more 
lands or tenements in the county aforesaid from our lord the King nor from 
any other on the day on which he died either in demesne or in service 
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And they say that the aforesaid John de Harjngton died on the eleventh 
day of February in the fifth year of the reign of the King that now is And 
they say that William de Haryngton Chivaler is the brother and next heir 
of the same John for that the aforesaid John died without heir issuing 
from his body And he is of the age of twenty eight years and more In 
witness whereof the Jurors aforesaid have affixed their seals to this In- 
quisition Given the day place and year aforesaid. 



No. 5. 

'Patent Boll, 14th Edward IV., Part 2, mbmb. 13. 
(Translation.) 

Of the I The King to all to whom, &c. Greeting. Know ye tliat 
a ^ChMitf]^- f ^^9 ^^ ^^^ especial grace, have granted and given licence, as 
Haryngton. J much as in us is, to Christopher Cook, Thomas Tremayll, 
and Thomas Larder, that they, two, or one of them, may erect, make, 
create, found, and establish, a certain perpetual Chantry, in the parish 
church of St. Dubricius of Porlok, in the county of Somerset, [and] diocese 
of Bath and Wells, at the altar in the Chapel of the Blessed Mary, in the 
same church, of two perpetual Chaplains to celebrate divine service in the 
same church, at the altar aforesaid, for our well-being, and for our soul 
when we shall depart this life, and for the souls of John, late Lord 
Haryngton, and Elizabeth, his wife, Eobert, late Lord Haryngton, Knight, 
and Isabella, his wife, William Bonevile, late Lord Bonovile, Knight, and 
William Bonevile, late Lord Haryngton, and also for the souls of all their 
parents, ancestors, kinsmen, friends, and benefactors, and for the souls of 
all those who shall in future, in any wise, lend aiding hands for the support 
of the Chantry, and also for the souls of all the faithful dead, according to 
the ordinance of the aforesaid Christopher Cook, Thomas Tremayll, and 
Thomas Larder, two, or one of them, in this behalf: so that idPter the 
Chantiy has been so erected, made, created, founded, and established, it be 
called the Chantry of John, late Lord Haryngton, and Elizabeth, his wife; 
and that the Chaplains of the Chantry, and their successors, be called by 
the name of the Chaplains of the Chantry of Jolm, late Lord Haryngton, 
and Elizabeth, his wife, for ever : And that they have perpetual succession, 
and a common seal to serve for the business of the Chantry for ever, 
and that they, by the same name, be persons able and capable in law to 
plead and be impleaded, to answer and be answered, in [any] actions what- 
soever, both real, personal, and mixed, as well before us and our heirs, as 
before [any] Justices and Judges whatsover, spiritual and secular, in what- 
soever Courts and places, and to purchase and receive lands, tenements, 
rents, reversions, and services, and other possessions whatsoever. To have 
and to hold to them and their successors. And moreover, of our more 
abundant grace, we have granted and given licence for us and our heirs, as 
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much as in us is, to the aforesaid Christopher Cook, Thomas Tremayll, 
and Thomas Larder, that they, two, or one of them, may give and grant the 
manor of Uggeburgh, with the appurtenanoes, in the county of Devon, and 
also two messuages, forty acres of land, and three acres of meadow, with 
the appurtenances, io Porlok and Luccombe in the county of Somerset, 
which are held of others than us, to the aforesaid Chaplains of the 
Chantry aforesaid, when the Chantry shall be so erected, made, created, 
founded, and established, as is aforesaid. To have and to hold to them and 
their successors. Chaplains of the Chantry, for ever. And to the same 
Chaplains, that they may receive the aforesaid manor and messuages, forty 
acres of land, and three acres of meadow aforesaid, with the appurtenances, 
from the aforesaid Christopher, Thomas, and Thomas, two, or one of them, 
and hold [them], to them and their successors aforesaid, as is aforesaid, for 
ever, by the tenor of [these] presents: In like manner we have given 
special licence for the support of them, and of their successors, Chaplains of 
the Chantry aforesaid, for ever, and for certain charges by them annually to 
be borne and done, according to the ordinance of the aforesaid Christopher 
Cook, Thomas Tremayll, and Thomas Larder, two, or one of them, in this 
behalf to be done, Without sueing out any Writ of Ad quod dampnum^ or 
any other writ or mandate of us or our heirs, and without taking in future, 
in any wise, any inquisition by virtue of such our writs or mandates : the 
Statute of not putting Linds and tenements in mortmain, or any other 
Statute, Act, or ordinance, to the contrary made, published, or ordained, 
notwithstanding : Not wiUing that the aforesaid Christopher, Thomas, and 
Thomas, or any of them, or their heirs, or the aforesaid Chaplains, or their 
successors, by reason of the premises, be in future times obstructed, dis- 
turbed, molested, or in any wise hindered, by us or our heirs, [or any of] 
the Justices, Escheators, Sheriffs, Bailiffs, or Ministers, of us or of our 
heirs, whatsoever : Although express mention of the true annual value of 
the manor aforesaid, and of the messuages, land, and meadow aforesaid, 
with the appurtenances, in [these] presents be not made, or any Statute to 
the coutr<iry thereof made, notwithstanding : In witness whereof, &c., 
Witness the King at Westminster, the tenth day of July. 

By Writ of Privy Seal and of the date aforesaid, &c. 

And for ninety one pounds and eleven shillings paid into the Hanaper. 



No. 6. 

Chanceby Inquisition Post Mortem, 11th Edward IV., No. 64. 

(Translation.) 

Somerset. It was delivered into Court on the 24*'» day of January in the 

eleventh year of the reign of King Edward the Fourth by the 

hands of Christopher Cook. 

Inquisition upon the death of Elizabeth Haryngton widow taken at Evyll 

in the same county on the fourteenth day of January in the eleventh year of 



72 THE PORLOCK MONUMENTS. 

the reign of Ejng Edward the Fourth after the conquest before Thomas 
Phelip Esquire Escheator of our said lord the King in the county [aforesaid] 
by virtue of a writ of our same lord the King of Dtem elaimt extremum 
to the same Escheator directed and to this Inquisition sewn by the oath of 
liobert Hyminford Esquire John Hymmerford Esquire John Lyte William 
Clayton .... Jayberd John Cr . . . fad John Irland John Nyter John 
Bede William Balche John Pippe and John Clavyll Who say upon their 
oath that William Bonevyle of Ghuton knight was seized in his demesne as 
of fee of the manor of Pokyngton twenty one acres of land and three acres 
of meadow with the appurtenances in Thomey six messuages one carucate 
of land twenty acres of meadow and forty acres of wood with the appur- 
tenances in Pyxston one messuage in Taunton four messuages in Langport 
throe messuages in Olaston one messuage [and thirty] acres of land with 
their appurtenances in Drayton in the said coiuity and died seized of such 
estate on the nineteenth day of February in the 39^ year of the reign of 
Henry the Sixth late of deed and not of right Bling of England [That] 
Cecilia Bonevyle is the kinswoman and next heir of the same William 
Bonevyle to wit the daughter of William the son of William the son of the 
said William Bonevyle of Chuton knight and is of the age of ten years and 

more Which same manors lands and tenements with other lands 

and tenements in the same county held from our lord the King that now is 
in capite whereof now William Bonevyle knight has likewise died seized in 
his demesne as of fee were taken and seized by virtue of a certain Inqui- 
sition upon the death of the aforesaid William Bonevyle taken at Evylchestre 
on the twenty sixth day of October in the first year of the reign of the King 
that now is before Thomas Gille then Escheator of our same lord the King 
that now is in the county aforesaid by virtue of a writ of Diem elausit 
extremum diiected to the same Escheator and returned into the Chancery of 
our said lord the King and by reason of the minority of the aforesaid 
Cecilia And they say that afterwards our Lord the King that now is by his 

letters patent of which the date is at Westminster February in 

the first year of his reign shown to the Jurors in evidence upon the taking 
of this Inquisition Of his special grace assigned and granted to Elizabeth 
Lady Haryngton [named] in the writ sewn to this Inquisition late the wife 
of the aforesaid William Bonevyle knight by the name of his beloved 
Elizabeth who was the wife of William Bonevile knight All the aforesaid 
manors lands and tenements with the appurtenances above specially named 
amongst other manors lands and tenements in the counties of Cornwall Devon 
Dorset and Leicester To have and to hold to the same Elizabeth in the 
name of her dower for the term of her life in recompense and allowance of 
the whole dower coming to the seme Elizabeth from all and singular the 
manors lands tenements possessions and other hereditaments which the same 
William Bonevyle on the day on which he died held in his demesne as of 
fee Without any account or any other thing to himself or his heirs to be 
therefor rendered paid or done as in the same letters more fully [appears] 
in .... By virtue of which assignation and grant the same Elizabeth wa« 
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seized of the manors lands and tenements above speciallj named in her 
demesne as of free tenement Eeversion thereof belonging to the afore- 
said Cecilia who is still under age and in [the wardship] of our lord 
the King that now is And the said Elizabeth died seized of such estate 
thereof Also the aforesaid Jurors say that John LutreU of Karamton John 
Fortescue Bichard Donscomb clerk Thomas Nevyle John Gopleston senior 
and Bichard DenshiU were seized of the manor of Forlock in the said county 
of Somerset in their demesne as of fee And so being thereof seized by their 
certain deed of which the date is the thirteenth year of the reign of King 
Henry the Sixth late of deed and not of right King of England shown to 
the same Jurors in evidence upon the taking of this Inquisition they gave 
and granted amongst other things the aforesaid manor with the appurte- 
nances to John de Haryngton chivaler Lord de Haryngton and to the same 
Elizabeth then his wife To have and to hold to the same John Lord de 
Haryngton and Elizabeth his wife and the heirs of their bodies lawfully 
begotten for ever And for default of such issue remainder thereof to the 
.... heirs of the same John Lord de Haiyngton By virtue of which gift 
and grant the same John Lord [de Haiyngton] and Elizabeth were thereof 
seized in their demesne as of fee tail And so being thereof seized the same 
John Lord [de Haryngton] died [seized] of such estate without such issue 
And the said Elizabeth survived him and had possession of the manor afore- 
said with the appurtenances by right of survivorship and was thereof sole 
seized in her demesne as of fee tail by the form of the gift and grant afore- 
said Beversion thereof being to the same Cecilia the kinswoman and heir of 
the said John Lord de Haiyngton to wit the daughter of William the son of 
Elizabeth the daughter of William the brother of the aforesaid John And 
she died seized of such estate thereof And they say that the said manor of 
Porlok is not held of our lord the King but of John Wynch by what 
services they know not And it is worth beyond reprises £10 per annum 
And that the said manor of Pokyngton is held of Margaret late the wife of 
Henry the son of Humphrey Duke of Buckingham by what service they 
know not and it is worth beyond reprises £10 per annum And that the 
aforesaid messuage 20 acres of land and three acres of meadow with the 
appurtenances in Thomey are held of the Abbot of Mochelney by what 
service they know not and they are worth beyond reprises 13». Ad. per 
annum And that the said six messuages one carucate of land twenty acres 
of meadow and forty acres of wood with the appurtenances in Pixston are 
held of the Prior of Berlynche by what service they know not and they are 
worth beyond reprises 40«. per annum And that the aforesaid messuage 
in Taunton is held of the Bishop of Winchester by what service they know 
not and it is worth beyond reprises 13«. 4d, per annum And that the said 
4 messuages in Langport are held of the aforesaid Margaret late the wife 
of Henry the son of Humphrey by what service they know not and they 
are worth beyond reprises 10«. per annum And that those three messuages 
in Glaston are held of the Abbot of Olaston by what service they know not 
and they are worth beyond reprises 6«. Sd. per annum And that the afore- 
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said messuage and thirty acres of land with the appurtenances in Drayton are 
held of Humphrey Norys by what service they know not and they are worth 
beyond reprises Ui$. Ad, per annum And they say that the said Elizabeth 
on the day on which she died held no other or more lands or tenements 
from our lord the King t» eapite nor from any other either in demesne 
or in service And they say that the same Elizabeth died on the twenty 
eighth day of October last past And that Joan Courteney and Elizabeth 
Courteney are the kinswomen and next heirs of the said Elizabeth in the 
said writ named to wit the daughters of Thomas the son of Hugh the 
brother of the same Elizabeth in the said writ named And that the said 
Joan is of the age of twenty four years and more and the said Elizabeth the 
daughter of Thomas is of the age of twenty two years and more In witness 
whereof as well the said Eacheator as the Jurors aforesaid to this part of 
the Inquisition have affixed their seals To the other part however of the 
same Inquisition remaining in the possession of the said Jurors the 
Escheator has affixed his seal Given the year day and place aforesaid. 



No, 7- 
•Chancery Inquisition Post Mortem, 86th Henry VL, No. 20. 

Inquisition taken at South Potherton in the County of Somerset the 
thirteenth day of April in the thirty sixth year of the reign of King Henry 
[vj.] after the Conquest before Henry Flexby Escheator of the Lord the 
Eling in the County aforesaid by virtue of the writ of the same Lord the 
King to the same Escheator directed and to this Inquisition sewn by the 
oath of John Bolour Nicholas Denbande John Welweton Giles Kendale 
Hichard Miles John Crull Juhn Bele Thomas Geffrey John Peny Andrew 
Edward William KnoUe and William Germyn Who say upon Uieir oath 
that William Haxyngton late of Aldyngham Knight in the said writ named 
held no lands or tenements in the County aforesaid of the said Lord the 
King nor of any other in demesne or in service on the day on which he 
died And that the same William died the third day of March last past 
And that William Bonevyle Esquire is kinsman and next heir of the afore- 
said William Haryngton namely son of Elizabeth daughter of the aforesaid 
William Haryngton And that the aforesaid William Bonevyle is of the 
age of sixteen years and above And that the same WiUiam was married 
to Katherine one of the daughters of Bichard Earl of Salisbury long before 
the death of the aforesaid William Haryngton In witness whereof to this 
Inquisition the Jurors aforesaid have put their seals Given at the place 
day and year aforesaid. 

It was delivered to the Court on the third day of May in the thirty 
sixth year of the reign of King Henry the Sixth by the hands of Walter 
Ilalegh. 
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No. 8. 
Proof of Age of William Bonevyle, Ist Henry V. 

[FtuHmiUs qf ifatioruU Manuseripttt Btigland, Part /., p. UL] 

Heniy, by the Grace of God, King of England and France, and Lord of 
Ireland, to his Escheator in the county of Devon. Greeting. Whereas 
William the son of John the son of William Bonevyle, Knight, deceased, 
who held in chief of the Lord Henry late King of England Our Father, 
kinsman and heir of the said William Bonevyle, says that he is of full age, 
and seeks restitution from Us of the lands and tenements which are of his 
inheritance, and in the custody of Eichard Whytington by commission of 
Edward Duke of York, to whom Our said Father granted the same during 
the minority of the said heir. We therefore will that the same William, 
who it i6 said was born at Shute, and baptized in the church of that vill, 
do prove his age before you ; and We charge you that on a certain day and 
at a certain place, which you shall appoint for the purpose, ye take such 
proof as well by the oath of knights as of other honourable and lawful men 
of your bailiwick, by whom that proof may be taken and the truth of the 
said age be the better known and inquired into. And ye shall warn the 
said Bichard to be then and there present, to show cause why We should 
not restore to the said William the son, as to one of full age, the lands and 
tenements in question. And ye are to return the proof so taken to Us in 
Our Chancery, under your seal and the seals of those by whom it shall have 
been taken, distinctly and openly and without delay, together with this writ. 
Witness OurseK at Westminster the 14^>> day of October in the first year of 
Our reign. 

[Endorsed] Gaunstede 

The answer of Henry Foleforde, Escheator : 

The execution of this writ upon the proof of age of William the son therein 
mentioned appears in a certain inquisition indented sewn to this writ, and I, 
by vii-tue of this writ, warned the within-named Bichard to be present at 
the proof of age aforesaid on Tuesday, All Hallows Eve, last past at 
Honiton to show cause, as this writ requires and exacts, by Bichard Colyn 
and Bobert Spicer, honourable and lawful men of my bailiwick, on which 
day the said Bichard, according to the premonition to him in this behalf 
made, appeared not at all. 

Inquisition taken at Honiton, on Tuesday, All Hallows Eve, in the first 
yefiur of the reign of King Henry the Fifth after the Conquest, before Henry 
Foleford the Lord the King's Escheator in the county of Devon by virtue of 
the Lord the King's writ to the same Escheator directed and sewn to this 
inquisition indented, upon a proof of the age of William the son of John 
the son of William Bonevile, knight, kinsman and heir of the said William 
Bonevile in the said writ named, by oath of lawful men of the county 
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aforesaid, for this purpose elected, and sworn and examined to give true in- 
formation upon the proof of the age of the aforesaid William fitz John, whose 
names together with the causes of proof alleged by them are noted below : 

John Cokesdene, Nicholas Pencrich, and William Hill: 

Each of the age of 46 years and upwards, sworn and examined and strictly 
enjoined to speak to the truth of the age of the said William fitz John, say, 
and each of them severally examined for himself saith, that the aforesaid 
William fitz John, is of the age of 21 years and upwards, having been bom 
at Shute in the county aforesaid on the last day of August in the 16^^ 
year of the reign of the Lord Eichard, late King of England, the Second 
after the Conquest, and baptized in the parish church of the same vill on 
the same day about the hour of vespers. And this they well knew to be 
true as they the said jurors were, on the said last day of August, together 
elected at Honiton, on a certain *<Love Day," to make peace between two 
of their neighbours, and on that very day there came there a certain Lady 
Katherine, widow of Sir John Cobham, knight, and then wife of John 
Wyke of Nynhyde, an aunt of the said William fitz John, proposing to 
drive to Shute, thinking that she should be Godmother to the said infant, 
and met there a certain Edward Dygher, servant to the said Sir William 
Bonevile, who was reputed to be half-witted in consequence of his being 
loquacious and jocular, and who asked her whither she was going. Who 
answering quickly said : ** Fool, to Shute to see my nephew made a 
Christian"; to which the said Edward replied, with a grin, in his mother 
tongue, "Kate, Kate, ther to by myn pate comystow to late"; meaning 
thereby that the baptism of the child was already over. Whereupon she 
mounted upon her horse in a passion, and rode home in deep anger, vowing 
that she would not see her sister, to wit, the said child's mother for the next 
six months, albeit she should be in extremis and die. And all these things 
the aforesaid jurors knew and saw. 

John Prentys, John Forde, and Richard Frapell; 

Each of the age of 66 years and upwards, sworn and examined, and 
strictly questioned as to the said age say, and each of them severally 
examined saith, that all the matters as to the said Lady Katherine, by the 
jurors aforesaid above declared, are and were true, inasmuch as the whole 
took place in the said John Prentys house, where they themselves were 
present at the time, and saw and heard all. And by this they well knew 
that the aforesaid William fitz John is of the age of 21 years and upwards, 
and was bom and baptized on the day and in the place and year aforesaid. 
And to this effect common report and public talk runs through all the 
country. 

Bichard Lutrell and John Prustes: 

Both of the age of 60 years and upwards, sworn and examined, and dili- 
gently questioned upon the said age say upon their oath, and each of them 
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severally examined saith, that the aforesaid William fitz John is of the age 
of 21 years and upwards, having been bom at Shute and baptized in the 
church aforesaid on the aforesaid last day of August in the 16^^ year of the 
late King Bichard the Second above mentioned. And this they well knew to 
be true because the said Sir William Bonevile was on that day at his manor 
of South Legh busy in setting up certain boundary marks between a parcel 
of his own land called Borcombe to the same manor belonging, and the land 
of one William Walrond, on which occasion the aforesaid Bichard and John 
were present at the special request of the said Sir William Bonevile. And 
then and there came Andrew Eyden, a servant of the same Sir William, 
and told his master that his son John had a son bom to him, upon hearing 
which the said Sir William rejoicing exceedingly lifted up his hands and 
thanked Gh>d, and immediately mounting upon his horse rode home. At 
all and singular which things so happening the aforesaid deponents were 
present, and saw and heard them so to have occurred. 

William Hodesfelde and Richard Damarle: 

Both of them at the age of 45 years and upwards, sworn and examined, 
and diligently questioned as to the age premised say, and each of them 
severally examined saith, that the aforesaid William fitz John was bom at 
Shute, and baptized in the church aforesaid on the aforesaid last day of 
August, and is now of the age of 21 years and upwards. And this they 
well knew, because the said William Hodesfelde and Eichard, who is one of 
the parishioners of that church, were present in the said church on that day 
at the time of the solemnization of the baptism of the said William fitz 
John to hear vespers, and as soon as the ceremony was over there came one 
Walter Walsche, the said William Bonevile's bailiff of his manor of 
Stapyldon in the county of Somerset, and told his master that he had well 
and finally completed the autumn gathering, both of his said manor of 
Stapyldon and his manor of Sokke, and had brought with him 400 lambs of 
that year's produce of the manor of Sokke aforesaid, of which said lambs 
the said William Bonevile immediately gave 200 to the said infant then 
and there baptized. All which things the aforesaid William Hodesfelde 
and Bichard saw and heard to have been done. And so common report and 
public talk runs throughout the country that the said William fitz John is 
of the age of 21 years and upwards. 

Thomas Bowyer and Ealph Northampton: 

Both of them of the age of 47 years and upwards, sworn and examined and 
diligently questioned as to the age premised say, and each of them 
separately examined saith, that the aforesaid William fitz John is of the 
age of 21 years and upwards, having been bom and baptized on the day 
and in the places and year aforesaid. And this they well knew to be true 
because they were personally present in the said church at the time of the 
solemnization of the baptism of the said infant, and saw there three lon^ 
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torches burning and two silver basins with two silver ewers ^11 of water, 
John Legge then Abbot of Newnham and Sir William Bonevile being the 
godfathers and Agnes Bygode the godmother of the same child, upon whom 
the said abbot there bestowed a silver gilt cup of the value, as it was said, 
of 100 shillings, with 40 shillings in money told, contained in the same, 
which as it appeared to them was the most beautiful that they had ever 
beheld in a like case. 

In witness of which inquisition the said deponents have afi^ed their seals to 
the present cases of proof in one part of the indenture delivered to the said 
Escheator ; to the other part, however, remaining in the said jurors hands 
the said Escheator has affixed his seal. Given on the day, and in the place 
and year aforesaid. 
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NOTE ON LOKD BARDOLF. 



When a sketch of the Porlock Enight was submitted to the 
critical judgment and well-practised eye of Mr. Maxwell Lyte, he 
observed a similarity between the subject under his consideration and 
the eflSgy of the supposed "Sir Eobert Grushill" {sic) in Hovering- 
ham Church, Notts.* (See Stothard's "Monumental EflSgies of Great 
Britain/' p. 85. Stothard died before his work was published, and 
the original drawing having been left by him unappropriated, is 
admitted in the text to be wrongly attributed, without, however, 
giving the reader any clue to its correct identification.) Mr. 
RoscoE 61BBS was likewise struck with the great resemblance in 
many special characteristics, and when conversing with me re- 
specting the description in Gough's work relative to Lord Bardolf, 
he at once, with myself, felt assured that we were about to identify 
the persons whose elQSgies had been misnamed in Stothard. 

I then decided to submit a tracing of the engraving in Stothard 
to the Bector of Dennington, and he at once courteously examined 
for me the monument of Lord Bardolf in his church, carefully 
comparing every point of detail with the tracing sent him. All the 
details corresponded thoroughly with Gough's account (see " Sepul- 
chral Monuments,'' vol. ii., p. 862) and with Stothard's drawing of 
the supposed " Sir Robert Grushill," whilst it disagreed with the facts 
of the actual effigy in Hoveringham Church, for Sir Robert was not 
a K.G., and his feet rest upon two dogs, and not upon a spread eagle, 
as represented in Stothard. I hope, therefore, we may consider that 
the identity of the drawing is now fully established. 

Moreover, Mr. Stothard mentions, in his Journal, a visit he paid 
to Porlock in order to see a fine monument. After his visit to the 
Church, he writes in his Journal words to this effect : " Of no use — 
like Lord Bardolf"; meaning, that as his drawings were all types of 
certain periods, a duplicate type would be useless as an addition to 
drawings already taken of a similar period. 

According to Goagh. there is in the S. aisle of Dennington 
Church, Suffolk, an altar tomb, with alabaster effigies, of William 
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Pheup, Lord Babdolf (jure uxoris), E.G. This William founded a 
chantry at Dennington for two priests to celebrate divine service at 
the altar of St. Margaret in Dennington Church. His lady was Joan, 
daughter of Thomas, Lord BARDOLF,who was in the insurrection against 
Henry IV., under the Earl of Northumberland, in 1407-8. Lord 
Thomas was mortally wounded ; his body was quartered and set on 
the gates of London, York, Lynn, and Shrewsbury, and his head was 
set on one of the gates of Lincoln. His wife was Avicu, daughter of 
Ralph, Lord Cromwell, of Tattershall, Lincolnshire. His eldest 
daughter, Anne, married, first. Sir William Clifford ; secondly. Sir 
Reoinald Cobham. Their daughter Margaret married the second 
Earl of Westmoreland ; and her arms f are similar to those on the 
brocaded dress of Lady Bardolf's effigy. 

Joan, the youngest daughter of Thomas, Lord Bardolf, married 
Sir William Phelip, Chamberlain to Henry VL They jointly peti- 
tioned Henry IV. for their father's lands, and obtained them in 1409 ; 
and Sir William Phelip bore the title of Lord Bardolf (jure uxoris), 
though never summoned to Parliament. He died 1489. 

M. H. 

t Bardolf Arms : Azure, three cinquefoils, Or. 
Phelip Arms : Quarterly Qules and Argent, in the first quarter a spread eagle Or. 



Errata. 

Preface, line 29, for ttpo^ read three. 

Page 5, foot note, for Nugia^ read Nuga, 

Page 6, line 33, for Lomig (in the earlier impressions), read Loring, 

Page 7, line 24, for Royaly read ImperiaL 

Page 13, line 12, for the day after ^ read two days after. 

Page 51, line 7, for pairs, read pair. 

Interpolation. 

Page 59, line 15, after decoration, read — **and several other fragmentary 
examples of original colouring might here be cited." 
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